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Editor's Note 



School is back underway, and you can color me jealous of those who are expanding their 
educational horizons with the CE products available today. What I wouldn't give to have 
had some of these CE solutions when I was in school! Taking notes by hand has never been my 
forte, and I would have jumped at the chance to type up neat, legible lecture notes on a 
laptop rather than tolerate the multiple hand cramps I experienced during my college years. 

Aside from keeping things organized and neat, CE devices can provide any elementary, junior 
high, high school, or college student with a new means of studying, all while throwing a little 
bit of fun into the mix. In elementary school, I fondly remember blasting away aliens and me- 
teorites with the math software my dad brought home. Because I was engrossed with how 
much fun the game was, I didn't realize I was reinforcing my math skills. The same educa- 
tional software can be easily found today, but there are plenty 
of other supplemental CE items available for your student. 
MP3 players can help him brush up on his recent German 
lesson with foreign-language podcasts or store important pro- 
ject files to take to and from class, and the right PC peripherals 
can help him print impressive school projects. 




-4^»^puA. 



Ashley Kumpula 
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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



Keep an eye out for these 
products hitting Best Buy 
shelves for the first time. Some 
of the items listed below are 
showcased in this month's one- 
page product profiles, so be sure 
to take a look at the listed page 
numbers for more information. 

Home Theater 

Bell'O WAVS-327 TV Stand 

LG 26LC40 26" Class LCD HDTV 
See page 20 

Mitsubishi 835 Series 73" 1080p 
DLP HDTV (WD-73835) 

Samsung Series 8 46-inch LCD 
HDTV(LN46A850) 
See page 21 

Samsung Series 8 52-inch LCD 
HDTV(LN52A850) 

Samsung Series 9 46-inch LCD 
HDTV (LN46A950) 



Samsung Series 9 55-inch LCD 
HDTV(LN55A950) 

Samsung Series 7 50-inch Plasma 
HDTV(PN50A760) 

Samsung Series 7 58-inch Plasma 
HDTV(PN58A760) 

Samsung Series 7 63-inch Plasma 
HDTV(PN63A760) 



Digital Imaging 

Audiovox SURFACE Clean and 
Care Product Line 



Canon Rebel XS D-SLR 
See page 31 

Canon PowerShot SD790 IS 
Camera 
See page 37 

FujifilmFinePixS2000HD 
See page 34 



JVC CZ-HD10 HD Camcorder 

Olympus E-520 D-SLR 
See page 32 

Olympus Zuiko 70mm - 300mm 
f/4.0-5.6 E-ED Lens 

Computers 

Dell XPS 630 Desktop 
I See page 65 

HP Touchsmart IQ504 All-in-One 
Desktop 

HP Touchsmart IQ506 All-ln-One 
Desktop 

Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2009 
I See page 55 

Lenovo Ideapad Y510 laptop 

Lenovo Ideapad U110 laptop 

Nyko Charge Base 360 



Wireless 

Nike AMP Remote Control Watch 

DLO/Netalog AJ for Nike Sports Kit 

Carmin nuvi 880 

Griffin Tech Apple Sync-charging 
Cable 

Griffin Tech PowerDock 2 

Griffin Tech SanDisk Sync-charging 
Cable 

Griffin Tech Zune Sync-charging 
Cable 

Magellen RoadMate 1212 

Magellen RoadMate 1400 

Magellen Triton 400 

Magellen Triton 2000 



Products Coming Soon 



Computers 

Belkin C Wireless Router 

Belkin N+ Wireless Router 

Belkin N Wireless Router 

Belkin Power Central with Cable 
Catch 



Belkin PowerLine AV+ Starter Kit IOCEAR Wireless USB Hub 

and Adapter 

Belkin PowerLine AV Starter Kit 



Wireless 

Belkin PowerLine Turbo Starter Kit Belkin BreakFree & BreakFree Tips 

Belkin GoStudio 



Belkin Wireless C+ MIMO Router 



Belkin TuneStudio 



Belkin Wireless N + USB Adapter Belkin TuneTalk Stereo for iPod 
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Compiled by Jennie Schlueter 




United Lets Users Plug In 

Flying isn't tops on 
most people's fa- 
vorite things to do 
these days. Long 
delays, increasing 
prices, and cramped flying conditions often make air travel a 
downright hassle. In mid-June, United Airlines announced its 
latest effort to make the experience more enjoyable. Passengers 
on some United flights may now plug their iPhones and iPods into 
the plane's in-flight entertainment system. This will allow people 
to listen to music and view content on a 1 5.4-inch personal televi- 
sion while the device charges. United is the first U.S. carrier to 
offer this capability, and it will take about two years for the com- 
pany to update its entire international, wide-body fleet. For now, 
the first plane to offer this capability will fly primarily transatlantic 
routes, and the feature will be limited to first and business classes. 



More States Join Hands-Free Movement 

The hands-free handwriting is on the 
wall: A growing number of states 
are banning the use of handheld 
communications devices while 
driving. On July 1, California 
and Washington joined New 
York, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
and Washington, DC, in 
making it illegal to drive while 
using a handheld device. The 
Bluetooth SIG (Special Interest 
Croup) is taking advantage of this op- 
portunity by offering online educational re- 
sources for accessories that will help consumers comply with the 
new hands-free law. The organization is directing consumers to 
Bluetooth products such as headsets, speakerphones, and after- 
market car kits that will enable continued use of devices without 
getting in trouble with the fuzz. 




Consumers Still 
Confused 

A recent Best Buy survey revealed that 
even though 88% of consumers polled 
are aware of the upcoming digital 
broadcast transition, there is still some 
confusion about the transition's partic- 
ulars. Many consumers aren't clear as 
to exactly when the transition will hap- 
pen and how they can prepare for the 
switchover. The survey, which was per- 
formed by Gfk Custom Research North 
America in April, also found that 45% of 
respondents who haven't already taken 
steps to prepare for the transition are 
waiting until after the Feb. 17, 2009, 
deadline to do anything. 
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Kids Prompt Photo Backups 

It appears that parents with young children in the house are more likely to 
back up digital photos beyond just saving them to the hard drive. The 2008 
PMA U.S. Digital Imaging Survey shows that 75% of U.S. households stored 
digital images to a hard drive in 2007, up from 70% in 2006. But only 35% of 
households take that next step and back 
up all images beyond storing them 
on the hard drive. The excep- 
tion was households with 
young children: 38% of 
households with chil- 
dren present back up 
all their images, and 
that number in- 
creases when the 
children are younger 
than six (41%) and 
between six and 12 
years old (40%). 

Digital Image Backup 

The chart (right) shows 
the percentage of households 
that back up digital images on 
something more than a 
hard drive. 




Consumer Technology 
Beats The Economy Odds 

The news about the economy these days is generally discouraging. But the 
consumer technology industry seemed to miss that memo in May. Retail sales 
were up more than 7% from May 2007 to more than $5.4 billion. The surge 
was attributed for the most part to the six top revenue-producing categories, 
which accounted for 49% of the total generated in May. Stephen Baker, vice 
president of industry analysis for NPD, named stimulus checks as part of the 
reason May was such a good month for CE retail sales. 



Top Revenue-Generating Categories In May 2008 


Categories Dollar Volume 


Notebook Computers $794.6 million 


LCD TVs $792.4 million 


Digital Point-And-Shoot Cameras $310.4 million 


Portable Digital Players 


$250 million 


Inkjet Cartridges 


$247.4 million 


Desktop Computers $244.4 million 



Sales of retail-level CGll 
fl phones to U.S. con- 

sumers dropped 22% 
from January to April 
2008, compared to the same pe- 
riod a year ago. 

Source: NPD Croup 



Worldwide moPile 
gaming revenue is set 
to reach $4.5 Pillion in 
2008. 

Source: Gartner 





The worldwide note- 
1 Pook PC market grew 
m*~*di 35% from Ql 2007 to 
Ql 2008 to reach 31 million units. 

Source: DisplaySearch 






worldwide PC ship- 
ments increased Py 
12.1% from 62.4 million 
units in Ql 2007 to 69.9 million units 
in Ql 2008. 

Source: iSuppli 

80% of consumers in a 
^. recent poll about 

security threats were 

most concerned about viruses, fol- 
lowed by identity theft at 73%. 

Source: NPD Group 



There are currently more ■ 
than 1 billion installed 
PCs worldwide, and 
Gartner predicts that 
number to surpass 2 billion 
Py2014. 

Source: Gartner 
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Mitsubishi's 

149 Series 1080p LCD HDTV 



Mitsubishi LT-46149 and LT-52149 1080p LCD HDTVs 
$2,999 and $3,399, respectively • www.mitsubishi-tv.com 
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ow that school's in full swing, 
parents and students need a 
way to relax when they're 
not stressing about after- 
school events or homework. 
For a fun family activity, tempt the kids 
into a weekly movie night with a Mit- 
subishi 149 Series LCD HDTV, which inte- 
grates a 16-speaker sound projector for an 
easy, all-in-one home-theater setup. 

Enjoy The Experience 

Mitsubishi's 149 Series LCD HDTVs offer 
an enhanced home-theater experience 
for movies of all types — from alien-filled 
sci-fi adventures to touching romantic 
comedies. Whether you select Mitsu- 
bishi's 46-inch or 52-inch (LT-46149 and 
LT-52149; $2,999 and $3,399, respec- 
tively; www.mitsubishi-tv.com) 149 
Series model, these flat-panel TVs will 
draw you and your family into a new 
world of television enjoyment with a 
crisp, clear HD picture and surround- 
sound-quality audio. No matter if you 
choose to plunge yourself into another 
universe and experience the thundering 
roar of a passing spacecraft or feel the 
swell of music as two star-crossed lovers 
meet once more, Mitsubishi's 149 Series 
LCD HDTVs will transform the way 
you watch TV and spend time relax- 
ing together. 

Stylish Looks 

Encased in a smooth black finish that 
will add style and sophistication to 
anyone's home-theater setup, the 
Mitsubishi's 149 Series HDTVs pack 
plenty of high-quality audio and 
video features. Each HDTVs ultra-thin, 
4.8-inch frame inconspicuously hides 
an iSP (integrated sound projector) 
speaker cabinet that can deliver an 
audio experience that will surprise 
your family and friends with its full 
sound capabilities. 

With a removable stand that is only 
14.1 inches in depth, the Mitsubi- 
shi 149 Series LCD HDTV retains a 



narrow, stylish appearance in any home- 
entertainment setup. These thin HDTVs 
are also wall-mountable, which not only 
frees up additional space but protects 
your TV from bumps and scratches and 
gives your home-theater room a sleek, 
contemporary look. 

Know The Specs 

For the budget-conscious family who 
doesn't want to search endlessly for 
the perfect HDTV and matching home- 
theater sound system, the 149 Series' in- 
cluded iSP is an idyllic home-theater 
solution. Sixteen powerful front-posi- 
tioned speakers resound the instrumen- 
tals of your favorite program around the 
room, producing a true 5.1 -channel sur- 
round-sound speaker system. The inte- 
grated sound projector can also be 
adjusted through an on-screen HDTV 
menu that enables you to input your 
home-theater room dimensions and the 
central location of your listening area. 
With iSP, you won't need to spend extra 
money on a speaker system or time in- 
stalling numerous speaker components, 
and you can avoid unsightly cables in 
your home-theater room. 

Video resolution is at it's best with the 
149 Series' Plush1080p and Tru1080p 
Processing, as well as a six-Color Pro- 
cessor, which produces a wide range of 
bright colors and creates prominent 
whites. Deep Color and x.v.Color, both 
new HDTV industry standards, make 
colors vivid and bright. The 149 Series 
also features Smooth120Hz Film Motion, 
a motion blur technology that makes 
fast-action scenes, such as the car chase in 
your favorite mobster movie, appear vel- 
vety-smooth. You'll catch every car 
burnout and jump on-screen without 
video that appears jagged. 

If you need inputs for external devices, 
such as a BD (Blu-ray Disc) player or 
USB flash drive, the 149 Series has 
plenty to offer. Four SimplayHD-certi- 
fied HDMI 1.3a inputs are located on 
the back of the HDTV, giving you 



plenty of inputs to plug in the devices 
you have now and in the future. One 
handy side USB input enables you to 
easily connect USB devices, such as a 
flash drive or memory card reader, 
without fishing your hand around the 
back of the TV. 

Included Extras 

Thanks to a cable-ready CableCARD 
slot, this line of HDTVs has a quick and 
easy cable setup — you'll be able to 
connect to digital cable and use a 
built-in TV Guide Daily tool. With the 
aid of your remote, you can find and 
record your family's favorite shows 
using an on-screen program guide. 
What's more, without the need for an 
external cable set-top box or cables 
being strewn to the 149 Series HDTV, 
you can wall-mount your HDTV for an 
elegant and clean home-theater look. 

The 149 Series also includes Gallery- 
Player software, which will let you fur- 
ther your kids' education outside of 
the classroom. This software can turn 
your flat-panel HDTV into an at-home 
museum and gives you access to HD 
images from more than 45 museums 
and periodicals, including National 
Geographic and The New York Times. 
Before you know it, your kids will 
be excited about the arts and cul- 
tures from around the world, and they 
may be able to teach you a thing 
or two. 

More Than An HDTV 

This school year, a Mitsubishi 149 
Series HDTV can become the center- 
piece for your family time. This line of 
HDTVs will let you go beyond watch- 
ing video — you'll be able to unwind 
and bond with your kids while catching 
the latest flicks or televised sporting 
events, find and watch your favorites 
programs on your own time with 
the CableCARD slot, and open your 
kids' eyes to the world's beauty with 
GalleryPlayer. B3 
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Protect Your 
Home Theater 

What You Should Know About 
Surge Protectors & 
Power Conditioners 





nowing how to enhance 
and protect your home- 
theater system can reward 
you with an impressive 
audio and video experi- 
ence for many years to 
come. Here we take a look at how surge 
protectors and power conditioners can 
help safeguard your home-theater setup. 

Guard Against 
Surges & Spikes 

A surge protector is similar to a power 
strip in that it gives you additional 
power outlets, but that's not its main 
purpose. Surge protectors are designed 
to prevent electrical surges and spikes 
from reaching your television, DVD or 
BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, or any other 
connected home-theater components, 



guarding against sudden electrical peaks 
that could fry your devices. 

Electrical surges can't be avoided and 
occur when large appliances require 
a lot of electricity, such as when a refrig- 
erator or air conditioner powers on 
and off. Over time, power surges can 
damage your devices, so using a surge 
protector to divert them is an excellent 
and cost-effective way to protect your 
home-theater system. 

When shopping for a surge protector, 
look for a joule rating of 1,000 or higher. 
The higher the joule rating, the more 
protection you're offering your home- 
theater equipment. This rating signifies 
how much energy — how large a surge — 
the protector can absorb before it can 
no longer function. Better-quality surge 



protectors with higher joule ratings can 
handle more powerful surges and will 
last longer than inexpensive models. 
Most surge protectors also have indi- 
cator lights, which alert you when the 
surge protector is no longer functioning 
properly and needs to be replaced. 
Replacement periods vary with how 
often power surges or spikes occur, but 
most surge protectors can last two to 
three years. 

Clean Power & 
Voltage Stabilization 

Power conditioners, on the other hand, 
help protect your home-theater system 
and enhance its audio and video quality 
by enabling crisp, clear audio and video 
that isn't degraded by signal interfer- 
ence. Clean power results from the 
power conditioner filtering out noise 
caused by RF (radio frequency) interfer- 
ence, EMI (electromagnetic interfer- 
ence), and other signal degraders, which 
result in what is commonly called "dirty 
power." Some units also include built-in 
voltage stabilization, which ensures that 
fluctuations in electricity are stabilized 
at 120 volts, protecting your new HDTV 
from power surges. 

Power conditioners come in many 
shapes and sizes. Some are designed to 
sit on the floor and are the same size 
as a surge protector; some are rack- 
mountable; and others can be placed in 
your entertainment center like a DVD 
player. The more features a power con- 
ditioner has, the more expensive it will 
be. More expensive models, for example, 
may offer digital ammeter/voltmeter 
displays, which monitor the incoming 
and outgoing voltage to detect and pre- 
vent power fluctuations; isolated power 
outlets that filter video or audio noise 
from devices such as video cameras; and 
USB ports, which are handy for charging 
an MP3 player or other CE device with 
clean power. IS 

by Kris Glaser 
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Get Command 
Of Your Home Theater 

Make It Happen With A Universal Remote Control 




obody likes ripping up couch cushions or searching under the coffee table looking for one of the seven remotes 
he needs to watch a movie. Break out of this ritual by purchasing a universal remote control that lets you con- 
trol all of your media with just one device. B3 

by Tessa Breneman 



Less Than $99 

If eliminating your pile of remote controls is 
your only goal, there are several lower-cost 
options for universal remotes. Not only can a 
universal remote eliminate clutter, but it can 
help simplify functions for younger family 
members who will no longer have to guess 
which remote turns on the TV and which 
one has the play button for "Monsters, Inc." 

Generally speaking, you can control from 
three to 10 or more audio and video devices, 
such as your CD player and DVR. In addition, 
you can execute basic functions and switch 
between controlling one device at a time and 
controlling all of them at once. Devices can 
be made from different manufacturers, as 
well. For example, a remote made by Philips 
could control your Samsung TV and your TiVo. 



Universal remotes that are less than $99 have many of the 
same functions as a regular remote, such as rewind, fast- 
forward, and record buttons. In addition, there are buttons as- 
signed to each device controlled by the remote. 




More Than $99 

High-end universal remotes let you control all 
of the basic functions of your consumer elec- 
tronics, including components of a home- 
theater system and most devices connected to 
your home's wireless network. Most of these 
remotes have full-color touchscreens and cus- 
tomizable user interfaces. 

In fact, some high-end universal models don't 
look like remote controls at all, but rather small 
computers. Instead of a traditional look using 
buttons, these remotes have a color touch- 
screen that enables you to switch between de- 
vices and do everything from changing your 
channel to turning down the lights. 



A high-end universal remote can be useful for a 
large household because it enables you to seamlessly control 
all home-network components, such as climate control and 
the security system. Many universal remotes also enable cus- 
tomizable sets of favorite channels, which is great for siblings 
and spouses. Finally, rather than controlling five or six devices, 
these remotes can control 15 or more components. 



Personal Programmers 



Believe it or not, some more complex 
universal remote controls require 
more than basic programming. Best Buy's 
Geek Squad (www.bestbuy.com) will 



come to your home and set up your ad- 
vanced universal remote. Among the 
things they can help you with are setting 
up a username and password for use with 



your wireless home network (if applic- 
able), programming the remote to work 
with your electronics, and teaching you 
how to use your remote's features. 
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Going Digital | 

How Will The Upcoming 
TV Conversion Affect You? 





n Feb. 17, 2009, tele- 
vision broadcasters 
across the nation 
will begin sending 
out their program- 
ming via DTV (dig- 
ital TV) signals. 

Why Digital? 

Analog broadcasts have worked well for 
a long time, so many wonder why we 
have to make the switch at all, let alone 
next year. There are a variety of reasons 
to go digital, but the primary one is to 
conserve what has quickly become one 
of our most precious natural resources: 
radio spectrum. There's a fixed amount 
of spectrum, meaning there are only so 
many frequencies available to handle 
television, radio, cell phone, networking, 
emergency, and other wireless traffic. 

Analog and digital transmissions eat up 
the same amount of bandwidth, but 
there's a big difference between the two 
technologies. Digital transmissions can 
have compression and other techniques 
applied that are off-limits to analog trans- 
missions. These tricks let broadcasters 



squeeze several digital channels into the 
same amount of bandwidth that one 
analog channel requires. This is important 
where HDTV broadcasts are concerned 
because HDTV transmissions require 
more bandwidth than standard-definition 
channels. We have no way to increase 
available radio spectrum, so we must de- 
crease the amount of spectrum each 
channel requires. Digital is vital today, 
where hundreds of channels must coexist. 

What About Analog? 

An analog TV can't use a digital signal. A 
DAC (digital-to-analog converter) must 
receive the incoming digital signal, con- 
vert it to analog, and output the signal to 
your analog TV. If you have an analog TV 
and subscribe to cable or satellite (digital 
or otherwise), you already have the hard- 
ware that incorporates a DAC — so few of 
us will notice the difference once the con- 
tent switches to all digital. 

If you're using an antenna to pull in free 
OTA (over-the-air) broadcasts, you may 
have a problem. Right now, broadcasters 
transmit digital and analog OTA signals 
simultaneously, but on Feb. 17, 2009, the 



analog transmissions will stop. If your TV 
has an analog tuner, you'll need a DAC 
box to convert the digital signal. If your 
TV has a digital tuner, however, you'll be 
able to enjoy OTA broadcasts. Check out 
the "Are You Ready For DTV?" sidebar for 
a convenient breakdown. 

If your TV was manufactured after March 
1, 2007, it has to have a digital tuner. 
Otherwise, check the manual or call the 
manufacturer to see what type of tuner 
is installed. Keep in mind that even if you 
have a digital HDTV, it may still have an 
analog tuner, as crazy as that sounds. 

DACs are available in preparation for the 
switch, but they're not free; the NTIA 
(National Telecommunications & Infor- 
mation Administration) is subsidizing 
the cost. The most important thing to 
keep in mind before the transition is 
that there's no need to panic. Your old 
TVs won't become worthless, and new 
TVs will be ready to go once the digital 
switch is thrown, without you needing 
to buy any additional hardware, cables, 
or other accessories. IS 

by Tracy Baker 



Are You Ready For DTV? 

Most of us are already prepared to usher in the age of all-digital television, but refer to this chart for each television you have 
in the house to see what type of hardware you need come Feb. 17, 2009. 


What Tuner Type Does Your TV Have? 


How Do You Receive Your TV Signal? 


What You Need For The DTV Transition: 


An analog tuner 


Over-the-air 


A DAC (digital-to-analog converter) box 


An analog tuner 


Via cable or satellite service 


Your existing cable or satellite equipment 


A digital tuner 


Over-the-air, cable, or satellite service Nothing extra at all 
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Yes, You Need To 

Calibrate 

Give Your HDTV A Makeover 



t's probably for the best that 
we consumers don't have ac- 
cess to the settings that will 
make our HDTVs look their 
best. Sure, you can use a cali- 
bration disc, but chances are 
good that the TV's menu 
controls won't let you do 
everything those discs sug- 
gest you do. The advanced 
stuff requires a trip to the 
HDTVs service menu, which is ac- 
cessed by punching a secret code into 
your remote control. We don't advise 
that you do so, however, because you 
can ruin your TV. 



The HDTV manufacturers keep the code 
a secret for a reason: Poking around in 
the wrong places can have devastating 
consequences. "Consumers should never 
go into the service menu," says Ira 
George, an ISF-certified Elite Services 
Specialist for Geek Squad (www.bestbuy 
.com; go to TV & Home Theater Instal- 
lation) in Omaha, Neb. "If they don't 
know what they're doing, they will 
render the TV useless." 

Indeed, one ISF-certified calibrator we 
spoke with years ago during a calibra- 
tion session told us the sad tale of a cus- 
tomer who entered the service menu 



What To Expect From A Calibration 

I f you decide to call 



in the Geek Squad 
Home Theater Cali- 
bration team to cali- 
brate your HDTV, you 
can expect the techs 
to establish maximum 
contrast between black 
and white, so images 



look their best and re- 
tain maximum detail. 
The ISF-certified Elite 
Service Specialist will 
also use color analyzer 
equipment to objec- 
tively tune color satur- 
ation and temperature 
as precisely as possible, 







letting you see video 
exactly the same way 
that the person creating 
it did. 

A calibration session 
includes two inputs on 
the set, so if you have a 
DVD player and cable 
box, for example, the 
HDTVs inputs will be 
calibrated specifically 
for the video output 
from those two devices. 
Calibration also adjusts 
the sound levels and po- 
sitioning of the speakers 
in a surround-sound 
setup, so your entire 
home theater will look 
and sound as good as 
it can. 



and accidentally turned off the electron 
guns used to display an image on the 
screen. He couldn't see anything — in- 
cluding the service menu — and his tele- 
vision was essentially broken until the 
ISF calibrator arrived to save the day. 

As if going into the service menu isn't 
perilous enough, there's not much the 
average consumer can do once they get 
there. You need pricey equipment to 
adjust the settings found there — exactly 
the kind of equipment ISF-certified 
calibrators have. "We use calibration 
equipment provided by Sencore," says 
George. "It is a color analyzer that is 
used to set the white balance of the cus- 
tomers' displays. Without that equip- 
ment, customers cannot accurately set 
the colors of their televisions." 

There are only a few downsides to cali- 
bration. The first is that it can't be done 
right out of the box. "It is recommended 
that the TV have at least 100 hours of use 
before a calibration can be performed 
properly," says George. There also are a 
few things calibration can't overcome. 
"Calibration cannot correct alignment is- 
sues in rear-projection TVs," George says. 
"Calibration also cannot correct any ser- 
vice issues with the TV." 

Although you can expect to budget 10 
to 15% of the purchase price of your 
television for a professional calibration 
session, consider it an entertainment 
investment that will pay dividends for 
years to come. B3 

by Tracy Baker 
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Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys 



Va£ 



Best Buy's Vffiw Home Theater 
Installation Services 



ack in the day, setting up a TV 
was a cinch, but these days it's a 
lot more complicated. Best Buy's 
Geek Squad Home Theater Installation 
service lets you sit back and envision your 
ultimate viewing and listening environ- 
ment, while leaving the design, configura- 
tion, and installation to the Geek Squad's 
expert agents. 

In-Home Consultation 

The Geek Squad offers an in-home con- 
sultation service. Schedule an appoint- 
ment by calling 1-800-GEEK SQUAD 
(1-800-433-5778) or by visiting your local 
Best Buy. 

The Geek Squad Agents spend roughly an 
hour helping you build your dream A/V 
system. They can perform a preliminary 
walkthrough of your home, discussing 
with you different A/V possibilities and 
offering advice on choosing the right 
products and services. The cost of the ser- 
vice, which includes a detailed estimate of 
costs and a diagram of the proposed 
layout, is $99.99. With an in-home consul- 
tation, you will receive a $100 coupon 
which can be used towards a future 
home-theater purchase of $499 and up. 

In-store experience. Many Best Buy stores 
feature a Magnolia demo room, in which 
you'll see and hear what a high-perfor- 
mance home-theater setup should look 
and sound like in a comfortable living 
room setup. A sales associate will ascer- 
tain what it is that you want from a 



Available Services 

Geek Squad offers a range of 
flexible and comprehensive 
services to help you realize your 
ideal home-theater system. 

• Consultation 

• Delivery and setup 

• TV mounting 

• Speaker installation 

• Universal remotes 

• Home theater calibration 



home-theater system. They'll also make 
sure you'll have the proper cables and ac- 
cessories for the best A/V results, as well 
as ensure you're informed about the pro- 
duct. For instance, if you purchase a new 
HDTV, the sales associate can educate 
you about the local availability of digital 
cable, satellite, and over-the-air services. 

In-home installation. TV & Video Setup 
costs $99.99 and includes the plugging in, 
configuring, and setting up of seven select 
video components. If you wish to add 
audio integration, the Standard Home 
Theater Setup combines a TV & Video 
Setup with Speaker Setup for $199.99. 
Other services, such as calibration, on- 
wall TV mounting, and remote control 
programming are available, as well. 

One-Stop Shop 

You already know that Best Buy has 
plenty of the CE products you want, and 



Price Breakdown 

Geek Squad offers a complete 
list of professional installa- 
tion services that feature a clear 
pricing scheme so you can make 
sure you get a system that fits your 
lifestyle and your budget. 

• In-Home Consultation: $99.99 

• TV & Video Setup: $99.99 

• Standard Home Theater Setup: 
$199.99 

• Calibration: $299.99 

• TV Mounting:* 

Up to 32 inches: $99.99 
33 to 60 inches: $199.99 
61 inches or bigger: $399.99 

• Front Projector Installation: 
$599.99 

• Speaker Setup: $149.99 

• Speaker Mounting: $24.99 

• Soundbar Setup: $149.99 

• Remote Control Programming: 
$149.99 

• Must be purchased with TV & Video 
Setup or Standard Home Theater Setup 

now you know that you can get it all in- 
stalled and configured to your liking with 
the help of Best Buy's Geek Squad Home 
Theater Installation service. Perhaps the 
most important aspect of the service is 
that the Geek Squad Agents will teach 
you to become the expert of your own 
home theater. IS 

by Andrew Leibman 
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HDTVs 



The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 



LCD 

- Pros - 



The thin profiles and light 

weight of these televisions 

make them easy to mount 

on a wall. 

Power demands are a bit 

lower than comparably 

sized plasma displays and 

considerably lower than CRT 

televisions. 

Many LCD TVs have a VGA 

input, so you can hook up 

your computer and view 

content on a big, bright 

screen. 

Altitude and air pressure 

have no effect on LCD TVs, 

so performance doesn't 

suffer in the mountains. 

Image burn-in is unlikely. 

Cons 



Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer- 
effect, but as LCD tech- 
nology has improved, the 
effect has become barely 
perceptible. 

When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black and can be distracting 
on-screen. 

Best For 



Bright, sunny kitchens 
Small rooms 



Plasma 

Pros 



Plasma TVs light phosphors 

evenly across the screen to 

create images, and the images 

are consistently bright and clear 

with vibrant colors. 

The contrast ratio is high 

(30,000:1), so you'll see deep, 

dark blacks and bright, crisp 

whites. 

The design and technology 

lend themselves to large screen 

sizes — typically 50 inches or 

greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles gives you 

the same high-quality images 

on-screen no matter where 

in the room you happen to 

be sitting. 

Cons 



Although the risk has been 
greatly reduced through ad- 
vances in flat-screen technology, 
some plasma TVs are still sus- 
ceptible to image burn-in if not 
cared for properly. 
A combination of low air pres- 
sure and high altitudes (6,500 
feet and higher) may cause 
plasma TVs to buzz. 

Best For 



Movies with nonstop action 
Sporting events 



BY KATHRYN DOLAN 



RPTV 

- Pros - 



Although often heavier than their LCD 
and plasma counterparts, RPTVs are 
surprisingly lightweight for their sizes. 
You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (65 inches and 
greater). 

As screens get bigger, RPTVs are more 
cost-effective than LCD or plasma TVs. 

Cons 



With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to 
mount on a wall. 

RPTVs still require that lamps, which 
may cost a few hundred dollars, be re- 
placed every so many years. 

Best For 



Big, roomy home theaters 
Movies and games 
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Essential Things To Know 




If BD and DVD 
have different 
video resolu- 
tions, how 
can they fill 
the same TV 
screen? 



What is up- 
conversion? 



Video 



Compatibility 




What should I 
set my BD or 
DVD player's 
aspect ratio to? 



ANSWER: BD (Blu-ray Disc) 
and some DVD players can re- 
size video to fit various TV 
screens (as can many HDTVs 
and even some HDMI audio 
receivers). 



ANSWER: When a BD or 
DVD player can scale up the 
resolution of DVD video to 
fit an HDTVs screen, it's 
called an upconverting 
player. 



ANSWER: For disc players, 
progressive scan means that 
DVD video will be presented 
in complete frames, not in 
interlaced partial frames, 
for higher image quality on 
an HDTV. 



ANSWER: The automatic 
setting is best, if one exists. 
For HDTV playback, how- 
ever, use 4:3 for fullscreen 
video and 16:9 for wides- 
creen content. 



>v 



Can my ex- 
isting DVD 
player play 
BD movies? 



Will a BD 
player be 
able to 
play my old 
DVDs? 



DoBD 

players play 
CDs, as well? 



Can I play 
DVD-Audio 
in my BD 
player? 



ANSWER: No. In order to enjoy the 
higher video and audio fidelity of Blu- 
ray Discs, you need a player that 
specifically supports BDs. 



ANSWER: Almost certainly. Some 
early BD players were lacking in 
DVD compatibility, but this is no 
longer a major issue. 



ANSWER: Many do, but you'll 
want to read a BD player's specs to 
make sure of this before you buy. 



ANSWER: Probably, but this de- 
pends on the player. If you want to 
send undecoded DVD-Audio to a 
receiver over HDMI, you need a BD 
player with HDMI 1.1 or better. 



BD-Live & Bonus View 



What is 
BD-Live? 



ANSWER: This technology (also 
known as BD Profile 2.0) lets you 
connect your BD player to the 
Internet, so you can unlock special 
downloads and other content when 
i play a BD-Live movie disc. 
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Can I use BD- 
Live with any 
BD movie disc? 



What is 

Bonus 

View? 



Can I upgrade 
my existing BD 
player to sup- 
port BD-Live or 
Bonus View? 



ANSWER: No. BD-Live only 
works with discs that support 
it. At press time, BD-Live titles 
were just starting to appear on 
the market. 



Bonus View (also 
called BD Profile 1.1) lets you 
view and hear two videos at 
once with a Picture-in-Picture 
feature. Bonus View also can 
make subtitles easier to read. 



Generally, you 
can only upgrade if you own 
a Sony PlayStation 3 or use 
player software on a PC to 
play BDs. 



Audio 



Can every BD 
player play any 
high-def audio 
format found on 
BD movies? 



What is bit- 
streaming? 



ANSWER: No, and some 
players limit high-def formats 
to stereo. However, most can 
bitstream multichannel high- 
def audio to a suitable re- 
ceiver over HDMI. 



ANSWER: If your player can't 
satisfactorily decode a BD audio 
format into analog sound, you 
might instead send the audio as 
a raw bitstream to a suitable 
HDMI receiver for decoding. 




Are a disc play- 
er's optical and 
coaxial digital 
audio outputs as 
good as HDMI? 



What sort of 
cable should I 
use between my 
disc player and 
TV (or receiver)? 



Why should I 
pay more for a 
high-end 
cable? 



ANSWER: Some low-end 
cables are susceptible to in- 
terference or corrosion, which 
means lower-quality video or 
audio. Cheap cables may also 
be easier to damage. 



Is it important 
for my disc 
player to sup- 
port HDMI 1.3? 



Should I buy an 
extra-long 
cable just in 
case? 



ANSWER: An HDM1 1.3 BD 
player can support 120Hz 
1080p video, Deep Color, and 
high-def audio format bit- 
streaming. For DVD players, 
any HDMI version is fine. 

J 

Probably not. 
Although digital cables such 
as HDMI are less susceptible 
to problems from long cable 
lengths than analog cables, 
overbuying can be expensive. 
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HOME THEATER 



♦ MITSUBISHI 
Mm ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISION S' 



DLP® TV 

Live Your Entertainment, Don't Just Watch It 




Mitsubishi 73-inch 
SuperSlim 1080p DLP 

HDTV (WD-73735) 

MSRP: $2,999 

SKU: 8824329 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi experience is brought to life with 
the new 735 Series DLP" HDTVs. The 735 Series 
delivers an all-picture sensation that puts you in 
the middle of all the action. And with the 3D 
Ready feature, immersion in your entertainment 
is even more captivating. Watch from the side- 
lines as your favorite team makes a game-win- 
ning play or stand back as your favorite film 
invades your living room. 

Perfect For 

The "more picture, less space" element of the 735 
Series makes it perfect for those who want a top- 
quality, large-screen HDTV in a smaller space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

1080p DLP' display 

Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ generates brighter colors, a wider range of 

colors, and whiter whites 

x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

Color 4D Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfectTint™ allow for 

additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

Tru1080p™ Processing keeps your signal the way it was meant to be seen 

Video modes: Brilliant/Bright/Natural/Game 

3D Ready: Immerse yourself in your favorite game, movie, or event 

Connectivity: Three HDMI and three component inputs 

Coolest Feature 

The front USB photo input allows you to enjoy your favorite photos on 
the big screen. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



♦ MITSUBISHI 
MM, ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS' 



LCD TV 

Immerse Yourself In Big Picture & Sound 




Mitsubishi 149 Series 
LCD Flat Panel HDTVs 
(LT-46149/LT-52149) 

MSRPs: 46-inch model $2,999 
52-inch model $3,399 

SKUs: 8961368 (46-inch model) 
8961634 (52-inch model) 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 149 Series flat-panel TVs with 
immersive sound provide a simple, space- 
saving solution for built-in surround sound in 
your home-theater setup. Without clutter, 
such as extra cables or speakers*, these TVs fea- 
ture an UltraThin Frame'", which will give you 
more picture and sound without taking up 
precious space. 

Perfect For 

The 149 Series is ideal for home-theater enthu- 
siasts with limited space who are looking for an 
immersive home-theater experience with a 
single, stylish, sophisticated unit.* 



Outstanding Benefits 

1080p LCD flat-panel display with Tru1080p " and Plush1080p' Processing 

Integrated sound projector for true-to-life 5.1 surround sound* 

Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ produces bright colors and whiter whites 

Smooth 120Hz™ minimizes blur 

Deep Color and x.v.Color™ enables more color than ever before 

Four SimplayHD-certified HDMI 1.3a inputs 

NetCommand* provides a true one-remote control home-theater system 

USB input enables you to easily connect USB devices 

Digital cable-ready CableCARD slot allows quick and easy cable setup 

Coolest Feature 

The 16-Speaker Integrated Sound Projector with variable subwoofer 
preout gives you true-to-life 5.1 surround sound without bulky receivers 
or additional speakers.* 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 

* Adding a powered subwoofer to the TV is recommended for the best sound. 
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HOME THEATER 




LG 



LCD TV 

The Art Of Integration 




LG LG40 Series 720p 
Flat-Panel LCD 
HDTV/DVD Combo 
(26LG40/32LG40) 

MSRPs: 26-inch class 

(26" diagonal) $899.99 

32-inch class 

(31.5" diagonal) $999.99 

SKUs: 8939679 (26-inch class-26.0" diagonal) 
8878869 (32-inch class-31.5" diagonal) 

www.lgusa.com 



Quick Overview 

Designed to accommodate contemporary 
lifestyles, the LC40 Series LCD HDTV line from 
LG provides viewers with an intuitive, stylish, 
and advanced HDTV. With 720p HD resolution, 
invisible speaker system, and an internal DVD 
player, the LG40 Series allows users to maximize 
their space without compromising high perfor- 
mance — and the great home-theater experi- 
ence that comes with it. 

Perfect For 

Those with limited space who want a high- 
definition picture, quality sound, and a 
DVD player. 



Outstanding Benefits 

720p HD resolution for stunning image clarity 

Dynamic Contrast Ratio: 26-inch class is 5,000:1; 32-inch class is 12,000:1 

Side-loading progressive scan DVD player 

3x HDMI™ V.1.3 with Deep Color 

A/V Mode (Cinema, Sports, Game) 

Invisible speaker system with Clear Voice technology 

LG SimpLink" Connectivity 

USB 2.0 input for viewing JPEG photos or listening to MP3 files 

RGB 1 5-pin computer input enables use as a computer monitor 

Expert mode for detailed calibrations 

Coolest Feature 

The Super Multi-Format built-in progressive scan DVD player upconverts 
DVDs to 720p resolution and plays back most recordable disc-based media. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

Copyright 2008 LG Electronics U.S.A., Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ. All right reserved. LG is a registered trademark of LG Corp. 
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HOME THEATER 




LCD TV 

Offers The Latest News On Demand 




Samsung Series 8 
LN46A850 1080p 
LCD HDTV 

MSRP: $2,699.99 

SKU: 8955268 

www.samsung.com 



Quick Overview 

With a revolutionary design, Samsung's LN46A850 
HDTV is ready to make a statement in your home. 
It offers a truly unique entertainment experience 
with its new Touch of Color™ and with InfoLink™ 
RSS you can stay connected with instant news, 
weather, sports and stock information at the push 
of a button. Seeing is believing with Auto Motion 
Plus 120Hz™ — it creates a crystal-clear picture and 
wonderfully realistic action scenes. The 850 is 
Samsung's thinnest LCD TV — at 1.9 inches thick, 
the 850 is half the depth of traditional LCD TVs. 

Perfect For 

Staying instantly connected to the world 
through the latest in HD technology and style. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Touch of Color™ design features a hint of red tone naturally blended 
into the traditional piano black 

• Slim depth and narrow bezel — Samsung's thinnest LCD TV with a built-in tuner 

• Infolink™ for instant access to news and more 

• Preloaded HD content 

• Ultra Clear Panel™ colors 

• Picture in Picture 

• 29.4x44.1x11.0 inches (HxWxD) with stand 

• 4 HDMI outputs; 2 composite, 1 S-Video, and 1 PC input 

• 54 pounds with stand 

Coolest Feature 

With a push of a button access news, weather, sports, and stock information 
or enjoy preloaded HD content. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



On-Wall Furniture 
Modern Meets Practical 



SANUS 



Y 



M 





Sanus Vertical AV 

Foundations™ 

(VF2012-B1/VF2022-B1) 

MSRPs:VF2012-B1 $149.99 
VF2022-B1 $249.99 

SKUs: 8783925 (VF2012-B1) 
8783934 (VF2022-B1) 

www.sanus.com 



Quick Overview 

Sanus Vertical AV Foundations" combine the 
storage capacity of a cabinet with the discreet 
look of a low-profile wall mount. These versatile 
and stylish wall-mounted A/V stands literally 
fade into the woodwork of any home. The 
Vertical AV Foundations™ "float" below a wall- 
mounted TV. 

Perfect For 

The VF2012-B1 and VF2022-B1 are perfect for 
securely holding A/V components below a 
wall-mounted TV. They also free up valuable 
floor space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Strong, adjustable glass shelves are easy to install and securely 
hold components 

• Hidden cable management channels create a "wireless" look 

• Simple three-step installation 

• Easy post-installation positioning adjustments ensure perfect place- 
ment below a wall-mounted TV 

• Open architecture allows components to breathe 

Coolest Feature 

Two cable management channels along each vertical column allow 
power and signal cable separation to preserve signal quality. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



Legendary Reliability" 



A/V Surge Protector 

Premium Protection For Your Home-Theater System 





APC C2 Power Filter 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8266468 

www.apc.com 



Quick Overview 

Protect your valuable home-theater equipment 
from damaging surges and spikes. APCs C2 
Power Filter delivers surge protection and iso- 
lated noise filtering to wall-mounted displays. 
This power filter is ideal for the home A/V 
market. The C2 Power Filter features two surge- 
protected outlets, LED status indicators, and a 
slim profile, which allows you to install the de- 
vice directly behind a wall-mounted television. 

Perfect For 

Someone looking for home-theater surge pro- 
tection in a clean, compact design. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Two outlets to protect connected equipment from surges and spikes 

• 2' Detachable Power Cord makes installation easy and neat since there 
is no additional length of cord to hide behind the wall mounted display 

• Noise filtration for high-performance A/V systems 

• LEDs indicate that the power outlet is properly wired, the power filter 
is functioning, the EMI/RFI noise-reduction circuitry is active, and if the 
unit is overloaded 

• Wall-mountable design for a discreet addition to your home-theater 
system 

Coolest Feature 

Extreme Voltage Cut Off: If the voltage exceeds a safe voltage level, the C2 
will automatically disconnect from the line to avoid passing unsafe 
voltage levels to connected equipment. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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home theater 





s you head toward the 
HDTV section of your 
local consumer-elec- 
tronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves 
of bland-looking HDTV accessories. 



Wall mounts 
let you display 
your HDTV to 
its greatest ad- 
vantage. To 
help you see 
your TV from the best possible 
viewing angle, look into a swivel 
mount, which lets you adjust the 
vertical and horizontal positions. 
A wall-mounted HDTV also clears 
a bit of floor space and keeps your 
living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the televi- 
sion, make sure your theater reclin- 
ers and couches are positioned 
where you'll be happy with them 
for a while so you don't have to drill 
new holes in the walls every time 
you want to rearrange the furniture. 



Sure, these accessories have multi- 
channel audio, gold-plated connectors, 
nitrogen-injected insulation, and fully 
articulating mounting arms, but they 
can't compete visually with their big- 
screen, flat-panel HDTV counterparts. 




TV stands are a good option if 
you'd rather not drill holes in 
your family room's newly painted 
walls. Likewise, if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous, showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed 
steel, and clean-looking glass. You can 
get a triangular corner model, a high- 
backed cabinet that includes a mount 
for flat-panel HDTVs, or a rack with 
adjustable shelves to accommodate 
the rest of your A/V gear. 




5 Must-Have 
Accessories 



Despite outward appearances, how- 
ever, there are a handful of accessories 
that are vital to getting the most from 
your HDTV. M 

by Andrew Leibman 






HDMI cables eliminate the 
need for multiple cables. HDMI 
cables are all-in-one cords that 
carry uncompressed digital audio/ 
video signals to 
. and from your 



*** 




© 



A surround-sound system brings the aural experience of a 
theater home. You've perhaps struggled to keep volume 
levels steady while watching TV. The intrusion of a loud 
commercial in the middle of your favorite 

show is startling; likewise, it's jolting when a 

quiet part of your favorite movie is suddenly 

interrupted by a too-loud scene change. A 

good-quality surround-sound system will fea- 
ture an equalizer, which will prevent volume 

extremes in movies and HD broadcasts that 

are capable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 




HDTV and its 
components, 
eliminating the 
need for separate A/V ca- 
bles. Well-shielded cables cost a bit 
extra, but they're worth it because 
they eliminate interference from 
other components. Another feature 
you'll appreciate on the more costly 
cables is the connection — because 
the connector is well-built, it'll fit 
snugly in the port, so the cable 
won't work itself free when pets 
and small children accidentally 
jostle the cables. 



A universal remote lets you control all of your A/V equip- 
ment with one device. No one— not your mom, dad, 
grandma, or even the kids — can figure out the remotes 
when there's a different one for each component in your 
home-theater system. Consolidate the controls 
with a programmable universal remote, which *,. s 
lets you control everything with a single device. 
Many of these devices let you control as many 
as 1 5 devices at once, and some have a color LCD 
with backlighting, so you can see what you're optit 
to control in your dimly lit home theater. 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


What It Means 


The diagonal 
measurement of 
the TV's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let you 
connect your 
components to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


^— _. LG 26LG40 
bj^^l MSRP: $949.95* 
^^^u| SKU 8939679 


26 inches 


18x26.3x 
4.1 inches; 
N/A 


720p 


178 degrees 


4 HDMI; 3 
component; 1 
S-Video; 1 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


1 audio 


^^^^^^ Insignia 
S^^| NS-LCD42HD-09 
|L^^ MSRP: $949.99* 
^^^^ SKU 8632802 


42 inches 


27x39.8x 
4.5 inches; 
40.7 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 2 
component; 2 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 


2 audio 


. — ^^M Toshiba 
U^^l 37AV500U 
^^^M MSRP: $949.99* 

Ml SKU 8740801 


37 inches 


36.4x24.8x 
4.7 inches; 
39.4 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2 HDMI; 2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


1 audio 


Westinghouse 


42 inches 


27x42.2x5.5 
inches; 61.1 
pounds 


1080p 


178 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF 


2 audio 




TX-42F430S 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 


s** 




SKU 8386285 


Samsung 
PIW| LN46A850 
^^^4 MSRP: $2,699.99* 
^SHP" SKU 8955268 ^gfl 


46 inches 


27.3x44.1x 
1.9 inches; 
45.2 pounds 


1080p 


178 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


N/A 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-46Z4100/B 

MSRP: $2,799.99* 
SKU 8828691 


46 inches 


27.1x42.5x 
3 inches; 49 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


2 audio 




QlH Sharp AQUOS 
K^" r 1 LC-46SE94U 
^^H^ MSRP: $3,199.99* 
SKU 8747822 


46 inches 


26.3x43.7x 
3.5 inches; 
54 pounds 


1080p 


176 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 3 
composite 


N/A 


c 


Mitsubishi 
LT-52149 

MSRP: $3,699* 

SKU 8961634 ^^ 


52 inches 

P 


31.5x47.7x 
4.8 inches; 
83.8 pounds 
with stand 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 3 
component; 
2 S-Video; 2 
composite 


2 audio 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 



First Glimpse / September 2008 25 



Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 



f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 









Dimensions; 


Native 


Viewing 










Size 


Weight** 


resolution 


angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 




What It Means 


The diagonal 


Height x width 


A fixed TV reso- 


The maximum 


Inputs let you 


Outputs transfer 






measurement 


x depth; How 


lution; images 


angle at which 


connect your 


information from 






of the TV's 


much the TV 


are best dis- 


the viewer can 


components to 


your TV to pe- 






screen 


weighs 


played in the na- 
tive resolution 


see the screen 
clearly 


your TV 


ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 




LC 42PG20 


42 inches 


26.7x40.9x 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;3 


1 audio 




MSRP: $1,199.95* 




3.4 inches; 






component; 






SKU 8749278 




53.7 pounds 






1 S-Video 






Panasonic 


42 inches 


26.7x40.2x 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 


2 audio 




TH-42PX80U 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8722448 




3.7 inches; 
56.7 pounds 






component; 
2 composite; 
2 S-Video 






Samsung 


42 inches 


26.3x41 .5x 


720p 


175 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 


N/A 




PN42A450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8749376 




3.8 inches; 
59.1 pounds 






component; 
1 PC 




tr — ~] 


Insignia 


50 inches 


32x5 1.4x 


720p 


N/A 


2 HDMI; 2 


1 audio 


j^u 


NS-PDP50 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8454996 




4.2 inches; 
95 pounds 






component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF; 1 PC 






Panasonic 
TH-42PZ80U 


42 inches 


26.6x41 .3x 
4 inches; 


1080p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 2 
composite; 


1 audio; 1 
video 


mt~* 


|£„^;.J 


MSRP: $1,499.95* 




66.1 pounds 






2 S-Video; 






SKU 8732838 










2 audio 




F : — 1 


Samsung 


50 inches 


32.7x48.4x 


1080p 


175 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 


N/A 




PN50A550 




12.6 inches; 






component; 




|^fcfc_J 


MSRP: $2,299* 
SKU 8749367 




82.3 pounds 






2 composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC 






Pioneer 
PDP-5020FD 


50 inches 


28.5x48.5x3.7 
inches; 74.1 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 

1 component; 


3 audio 


1 •> V 1 


1^^ 


MSRP: $4,000* 
SKU 8869147 




pounds 






3 composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC 






Pioneer 
PDP-6020FD 


60 inches 


34.5x57.7x 
3.7 inches; 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
component; 3 


3 audio 


t^vt ! 


ff^^ 


MSRP: $5,500* 
SKU 8867871 




112 pounds 






composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC; 
1 RF 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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D-SLRs' Hidden Potential 

Discover What The Big Guys Have To Offer 





ou've probably seen people 
using D-SLR cameras at 
sports games, on family va- 
cations, at the zoo, and in a 
variety of other situations. 
Even though we've seen 
others using these cameras in everyday 
life, many of us still feel a bit intimidated 
at the thought of using one. While some 
may think D-SLR cameras look complex, 
in reality, they are very easy to use. In fact, 
many D-SLRs offer some of the same au- 
tomatic shooting modes as those found 
on compact digital cameras, including a 
fully automatic mode along with sports, 
landscape, macro, and portrait modes. 
What's more, a D-SLR can grow with you 
as you improve your photographic skills. 
Here's a closer look at some of the bene- 
fits D-SLRs have to offer. 

Larger = Better 

In part because of its larger size, a D-SLR 
has a larger image sensor than a com- 
pact digital camera. Although a 10MP 
D-SLR and a 10MP compact camera 



sound equivalent, the pixels on a com- 
pact camera are packed into a smaller 
area and are therefore smaller in size 
than pixels on a D-SLR. In the case 
of pixel size, bigger is better: With a 
D-SLR's larger pixels, you'll get a more 
accurate exposure showing a greater 
range of light with less electronic noise. 
In addition, the glass components of a 
D-SLR are larger and are manufactured 
to more precise specifications than the 
average compact camera's lens, giving 
you sharper, better-quality photos. 

No Lag 

One of the biggest complaints many of us 
have about our compact cameras is the 
lag, both in turning on the camera and in 
taking pictures. Because of this delay, we 
often miss the perfect shot while waiting 
for the compact camera to power up, 
focus, or take the picture. With a D-SLR, 
you won't have to deal with any of these 
delays. D-SLRs turn on very quickly and 
are ready to shoot almost instantly. D- 
SLRs also focus quickly and have virtually 



no delay between the time you press the 
shutter button and the time the camera 
captures the picture. This helps ensure 
you'll never miss a precious grin from 
your mischievous three-year-old. 

D-SLRs also offer burst rates that are su- 
perior to compact cameras. Using burst 
mode, the camera will take multiple im- 
ages in rapid succession, so you can cap- 
ture all of the action from your son's 
football game. 

Just As Easy 
With More Options 

Next time you're shopping for a new 
digital camera, keep in mind that D-SLRs 
aren't half as intimidating as they might 
look. They've also come down in price 
in recent years, making D-SLRs afford- 
able for even novice photographers who 
may not need all the manual functions 
of the camera, but who still enjoy high- 
quality photos. IS 

by Jennifer Johnson 
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digital imaging 



Essential Things To Know 



Peripherals 



Is it wise to 
invest in re- 
chargeable 
batteries for 
my digital 
camera? 



What type of 
battery lasts 
the longest? 



ANSWER: Although re- 
chargeables are initially more 
expensive than single-use 
batteries, rechargeable bat- 
teries are more economical 
in the long run. 



ANSWER: Li-Ion (lithium- 
ion) batteries generally last 
longer than NiMH (nickel- 
metal hydride) batteries, so 
you're less likely to be left 
without power. If battery life 
is important, purchase a 
camera that uses Li-Ion. 




What are 
advantages of 
a camera bag 
with slotted 
compartments? 



ANSWER: If you frequently 
carry extra memory cards, bat- 
teries, and other items, cases 
with divided and padded com- 
partments protect your cam- 
era and its accessories from 
knocking together. 



How can I tell 
what kind of 
battery is com- 
patible with my 
camera? 



ANSWER: You can refer- 
ence the users manual or 
visit Best Buy's Battery Finder 
utility online to locate the 
battery appropriate for your 
digital camera. 



Are fashionable 
camera bags 
available? ~ 



ANSWER: Most camera man- 
ufacturers offer camera hand- 
bags and totes that balance 
form and function. Some fash- 
ionable camera bags also in- 
clude compartments for other 
travel necessities, so they can 
double as a purse. 



Why is an ex- 
ternal flash 
better than the 
pop-up flash 
on my digital 
camera? 



ANSWER: The greater range 
of the external flash provides 
more evenly lit pictures, and 
you can also lower or bright- 
en the flash to control the 
amount of light in your setting. 



What are my 
best camera 
bag options 
for my D-SLR 
and lenses? 



ANSWER: Deluxe photog- 
raphy backpacks that have 
padded compartments for 
lenses offer you the most pro- 
tection and space. 



>v 



What are the 
benefits of an 
external flash 
that can pan 
or tilt? 



ANSWER: With adjustable 
tilt and pan controls, you can 
bounce light off of the ceiling, 
wall, or other surfaces to re- 
duce harsh shadows on your 
subject or background. 



Are there any 
accessories 
that can help 
protect my 
camera from 
water? 



ANSWER: Some camera man 
ufacturers offer clear, water- 
proof cases that are designed 
to fit specific camera models. 
Many of these cases are water- 
proof to a depth of 1 30 feet. 



N 
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digital imaging 




4" 

Tripods & Monopods 



ANSWER: A neutral density filter re- 
duces the amount of light entering the 
lens, which helps avoid washed-out 
images in sunny environments. It also 
gives you the flexibility to use longer 
shutter speeds or a larger aperture. 



What is a 

polarizing 

filter? 



ANSWER: A polarizing filter will re- 
duce glare and reflections, as well as 
deepen the color of the sky. Because re 
flections are reduced, a polarizing filter 
is particularly useful for taking photos 
of subjects in and around water. 



N 



What is 
an anti- 
reflecting 
filter? 



What is a 
UV filter? 



ANSWER: When bright light hits the 
front of the lens, you may see artifacts 
such as light flares, image ghosting, or 
glare. An antireflecting filter disperses 
bright light to lessen unwanted artifacts. 



ANSWER: A UV filter blocks out 
shorter wavelength bands, which can 
help remove haze from your photos. 



N 



an a com- 
pact tripod 
function as 
well as a reg- 
ular tripod? 



What's the dif- 
ference be- 
tween tripod 
levers and 
screw locks? 



Should I buy a 
tripod with a 
ball or pan/tilt 
head? 



What does a 
quick- release 
plate do? 



ANSWER: Tripods help steady 
your camera and improve the 
clarity of your images. When using 
the camera's self-timer function, a 
tripod also makes it easier to take 
photos of yourself. 



ANSWER: Monopods have one 
leg and can offer support quickly 
without the need for much set- 
up, which is ideal for those who 
shoot on the move. However, 
monopods offer less stability 
than a tripod. 



ANSWER: Compact tripods are 
ideal travel companions, but a 
lightweight, portable model may 
not hold the weight of a D-SLR 
with a long or heavy lens. 

ANSWER: Legs that lock with 
screws are generally considered 
more stable than lever-based 
tripods. However, you can lock 
levers more quickly than screws. 



ANSWER: Most still photogra- 
phers prefer ball-style head tri- 
pods because you only need to 
unlock one mechanism to adjust 
the camera. 



ANSWER: You attach the quick 
release plate to your camera, en- 
abling you to unlock and lock 
the camera to the tripod in one 
quick motion. 



>v 
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Digital 
Camcorders 

5 Must- Have Accessories 

Prices for digital camcorders continue to fall as picture quality increases, which is es- 
pecially good news for first-time camcorder buyers. As a first-time buyer, you may 
not have a good idea of what else to include in your camcorder budget. Here are a 
few accessories we consider must-haves. B3 



BY THEANO NlKITAS 
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A bag protects your camcorder from potential hard 

knocks. Whether you have tons of DV gear or only the 

minimum, a camera bag or case is probably one of the 

most important investments you'll make. Obviously, a 
well-padded bag (or a hard case if you need to check your 
equipment when flying or are taking your gear out on a boat) will protect your 
camera from knocks and short drops. At the same time, a camera bag can serve as 
a home for your DV gear; stow all your equipment and accessories in the bag, and 
you won't have to turn the house upside down to find that cable or extra DV tape. 



@ 



UV filters are an inexpensive way to keep your lens scratch-free. If your cam- 
corder has a threaded lens, you might want to invest in a UV (ultraviolet) 
filter. Some people use a UV filter to protect the lens from scratches, as well 
as dirt, sand, and other outdoor photo hazards, because it's much 

Oless expensive to replace a filter than a lens or camera. And, be- 
cause the filter cuts down on UV light, you'll get clearer and 
more-detailed footage when you're shooting in high-UV condi- 
tions, such as in the mountains, so those great landscape shots 
will look even more impressive. 



s 



A tripod holds your camcorder steady, so guests don't get sick when they 
watch your vacation video. You may have smooth moves on the dance floor, 
but can any of us really say that we can hold a camcorder as steadily as we'd 
like to? Probably not. That's where a tripod comes in. A tripod that's sturdy 
enough to hold the weight of the camcorder (check the specs) 
and equipped with a three-way pan/tilt head (the head is the 
part the camera is attached to) will allow you to smoothly pan 
the action as your daughter runs up the field to score her win- 
ning soccer goal or to follow the path of a bird from the tree up 
to the sky as it disappears from view. And, if you want a static, 
steady shot, just put the camera on the tripod, press record, 
and let it run — just make sure to place the camera and tripod 
out of harm's way, especially at parties and other group events. 




H 



Experiment with different 
lens adapters, such as wide- 
angle or telephoto. Digital 
camcorders usually have 
a much broader zoom range 
than digital still cameras, but if 
the zoom range isn't broad 
enough and your camcorder 
accepts accessory lenses, pick 
up a wide-angle or telephoto 
adapter lens. A wide-angle lens 
is great for tight spots, espe- 
cially when you're indoors at a 
party where you may be too 
close to your subjects to get 
the full view 
you'd like. A 
telephoto lens, 
of course, al- 
lows you to get 
closer to sub- 
jects that are 
far away, such as performers in 
a ring at the circus or in rugged 
terrain when you're searching 
out wildlife. 



@ 



Spare batteries ensure that 
you'll be able to continue 
shooting your son's base- 
ball game, even when it 
goes into extra innings. There 
are times when you'll want to 
shoot video in the best quality 
for a fairly continuous amount 
of time, which 
Mk can drain the 
battery. Re- 
charging the 
^H ^^ battery takes 
time that you 
may not have. It's a good idea 
to have a fully charged back- 
up battery in your case so you 
don't miss any of the action — 
whether it's the grand finale of 
your daughter's piano recital; 
the final, exciting set of your 
son's varsity tennis match; or 
the last hour of your hike in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 
V J 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital SLR 
Power Made Simple 




Canon EOS Rebel XS 

MSRP: $699.99 

SKU: 8929699 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

For perfect photos, fast and simple, there's 
nothing better than Canon's new EOS Rebel XS. 
It's a beginner's dream come true with simple, 
easy-to-use controls, a compact design, a 2.5- 
inch LCD monitor, and Live View Function. The 
Rebel XS has powerful features, including a 10.1- 
megapixel CMOS Sensor, Canon's DIGIC III 
processor, fast shooting, and more. It's a digital 
powerhouse. 

Perfect For 

The budding photographer who is ready to 
make the jump from a point-and-shoot camera 
to a D-SLR that is easy to use. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Outstanding Image Quality: 10.1 -megapixel CMOS sensor with DIGIC 
III Image Processor 

• Auto Lighting Optimizer for highlight/shadow control and Picture 
Style settings for in-camera color, contrast, and sharpness control 

• EF-S 18-55 Image Stabilized kit lens 

• Canon's lightest and most compact EOS digital SLR to date 

• Excellent performance with 3fps continuous shooting and burst rate 
up to 514JPEGs (until memory card is full) 

• Large 2.5-inch LCD monitor with Live View Function 

Coolest Feature 

Canon's optical image stabiliation is custom designed for each lens for 
more effective correction to camera shake. This cannot be achieved by a 
one-size-fits-all stabilization unit found in other camera systems. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital SLR 

High Performance, High Portability 



OLYMPUS 




Olympus E-520 
Digital SLR 



MSRPs: E-520 Camera body with Zuiko 
Digital ED 14-42mm F3.5-5.6 
lens: $699.99 

Zuiko Digital ED 140-600mm* 
F4.0-5.6 lens: $399.99 

SKUs: 262086 (E-520 camera body with 
Zuiko Digital ED 14-42mm 
F3.5-5.6 lens) 
261057 (Zuiko Digital ED 140-600mm* 
F4.0-5.6 lens) 

www.olympusamerica.com/dslr 



Quick Overview 

The Olympus E-520 delivers brilliant photo re- 
sults thanks to advanced technologies that pro- 
duce clear, sharp images. With industry-leading 
Image Stabilization technology, you can capture 
blur-free shots with any lens, even at slow shut- 
ter speeds. Pair it with the Zuiko Digital ED 140- 
600mm* F4.0-5.6 lens, and you can dramatically 
increase your zoom power up to 600mm (35mm 
equivalent) to take super-telephoto shots. 

Perfect For 

This camera is built to produce amazing results 
for photo hobbyists and serious digital photogra- 
phers alike at a very reasonable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10MP Live-MOS image sensor for detailed, colorful, and clear images 

• AF Live View offers a photo preview via the 2.7-inch HyperCrystal™ II LCD 

• Face Detection tracks up to eight faces within frame and automatically 
focuses and optimizes exposure for sharp portrait pictures 

• Shadow Adjustment Technology lets you capture detail in difficult 
lighting conditions 

• Three In-Body Image Stabilization modes: IS 1 compensates for photogra- 
pher movement, IS 2 allows you to pan with a horizontal camera hold, 
and IS 3 is for panning during vertical camera holds 

Coolest Feature 

Typically, handheld shots aren't possible with a super-telephoto lens, but the 
E-520's In-Body Image Stabilization paired with the Zuiko Digital ED 70-300 
F4.0-5.6 lens will let you capture sharp, blur-free shots without a tripod. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



* 70'300mm — 35mm equivalent 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital SLR 

Compact & Easy To Use 



Nikon 




Nikon D60 

MSRP: $699.95 

SKU: 8721733 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

The Nikon D60 packs a powerful photographic 
punch, marrying outstanding performance and 
simplistic control. Designed as one of Nikon's 
smallest D-SLRs ever, the D60 provides budding 
photographers with 10.2 effective megapixels, 
incredibly quick start-up and shutter response, 
and intuitive controls, all in a compact design. 

Perfect For 

The Nikon D60 is ideal for the photo enthusiast 
who wants remarkable photography perfor- 
mance in a compact package. 



Outstanding Benefits 

10.2MPDX-format 

Includes an AF-S DX Nikkor 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6C VR (Vibration 

Reduction) image stablization lens 

Fast startup and split-second shutter response 

2.5-inch 230K-Dot Color LCD with 170-degree wide-angle viewing 

Nikon EXPEED 12-bit image processing for fast image processing 

and recording. 

8 Digital-Vari Program Automatic Shooting Modes 

Movie mode with stop-motion movie recording function 

Simple operation with intuitive controls 

Coolest Feature 

The Nikon D60's burst mode lets you shoot photos continuously up to 
3fps (frames per second) for fast-action shots. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



FUJiFILM 



Digital Camera 

Create Your Own HD Digital Photo Theater 





Fujifilm FinePix S2000HD 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8942479 

www.fujifilmusa.com/digitalcameras 



Quick Overview 

The FinePix S2000HD has 10 megapixels, a 15x 
wide-angle zoom, dual IS, face detection, and 
13.5fps high-speed continuous shooting. Cap- 
ture HD images in true 16:9 widescreen format 
and play them back on your home-theater 
system. The FinePix S2000HD is compact, pow- 
erful, and full-featured at a great price. 

Perfect For 

The S2000HD is perfect for families and people 
who travel or love photography and want a 
high-speed camera that gets them up close to 
the action and gives them the ability to share it 
all on an HDTV without distortion. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10-megapixel power for high-resolution images 

• 1 5x wide-angle optical zoom with one-touch zoom 

• Extra-large, high-resolution 2.7-inch LCD 

• Dual image stabilization prevents blurry images 

• Face detection with auto red eye correction finds up to 10 faces 

• High-speed continuous shooting captures up to 13.5fps for 33 frames 

• HDTV-compatible with true 16:9 widescreen ratio and 1080i (still) and 
720i (movie) output 

Coolest Feature 

Zoom bracketing captures three pictures with one touch of the shutter 
button. One at the standard zoom setting and then one each with 1.4x 
and 2x multipliers. And with face detection, the subject is automatically 
centered in the frame. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Make Your Movies As Portable As Your Music 




Casio Exilim EX-S10 

MSRP: $249 

SKU: 8719014 (red) 

www.exilim.casio.com 



Quick Overview 

With the Exilim EX-S10, Casio sought to pro- 
duce a camera with a high-resolution CCD and 
a very bright Super Clear LCD featuring a high 
contrast ratio and a wide field of view. Both the 
picture-taking and image-viewing capabilities of 
this camera have been improved, and its design 
presence has been enhanced by keeping it as 
slim as possible. 

Perfect For 

The person who is looking for quality digital 
camera features in an ultra-slim package. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Show the world your videos faster than ever with the YouTube 
capture mode. 

• Super Clear LCD lets you see your shots more clearly than ever, even in 
bright sunlight. 

• Auto Shutter Detect Smile will shoot automatically when subjects 
are smiling. 

• Casio Exilim will automatically analyze the scene and apply face- 
detection, adjust the focus and exposure, and find the perfect setting. 

Coolest Feature 

Upload all your favorite moments to your iPod or iPhone in seconds so 
you can show them off anytime, anywhere. Drag and Drop videos into 
iTunes to sync with iPod or iPhone. No conversion, no complications, no 
worries. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Compact, Stylish & Affordable 




Casio Exilim EX-Z80 

MSRP: $179.99 

SKU: 8719005 (blue) 

www.exilim.casio.com 



Quick Overview 

Casio's Exilim EX-Z80 is a sleek, little, compact 
camera that packs a lot of style, but with 8.1 
megapixels, a 3X optical zoom, and an Exilim 
Engine 2.0, it can produce great photo and 
movie results. And, although this digital camera 
may be small, its LCD isn't. With a large 2.6-inch 
screen, you'll be able to perfectly frame your 
shots with ease. 

Perfect For 

Someone who wants a well-rounded digicam 
that offers both style and function, all without 
an overwhelming price tag. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 8.1 Megapixel resolution delivers stunning photos 

• Auto Shutter Panning snaps blur-free photos while you pan to keep up 
with action 

• Auto shutter detects the perfect time for the camera to take a photo 
and requires no second guessing on your part 

• Easy Mode helps you set up shots in order to achieve crisp, first-rate 
photos every time you click the shutter 

• Movie Button allows you to instantly record videos without changing 
your camera settings 

Coolest Feature 

YouTube™ Capture Mode lets you seamlessly transfer and share your favorite 
photos and videos on YouTube. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital Camera 

Powerful Features & An Eye Opening View 




Canon PowerShot 
SD790 IS Digital ELPH 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8800577 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

Stand out in a crowd with the Canon Power- 
Shot SD790 IS. Its edgy, stylish design com- 
bined with powerful features create great 
photos. Its high-end specifications include 
10MP of resolution plus face and motion de- 
tection technology that delivers the ultimate 
in crisp, clear, amazingly detailed images. Plus, 
it has a large 3-inch PureColor LCD II screen 
for bright, accurate color with great viewing 
from a wide range of angles. 

Perfect For 

Those looking for a stylish camera that takes 
great photos to match its distinctive design. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Advanced 10-megapixel digital ELPH with 3x optical zoom and optical 
image stabilizer 

• Face detection technology sets the focus, exposure, flash, and white 
balance automatically 

• Motion detection technology automatically detects subject movement 
and optimizes ISO settings to reduce blur 

• DICIC III image processor for superior image quality and improved 
functionality 

• Print/Share button for easy direct printing and downloading 

Coolest Feature 

The 3-inch PureColor LCD II screen with accurate color and superb clarity 
makes it easy to view at wide angles — perfect for gathering a group 
around to see your images. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Sleek, Slim With 7x Zoom 




Olympus Stylus 1010 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8695913 (black) 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

This stylish camera delivers an impressive package 
of features in a sleek, slim design. Equipped with 
a 7x optical zoom, TruePic™ III Image Processor, 
Shadow Adjustment technology, Dual Image 
Stabilization, Face Detection, Perfect Shot Preview, 
and Perfect Fix, the Stylus 1010 helps photogra- 
phers capture crisp, clear memories in every shot. 

Perfect For 

The Stylus 1010 is an ideal compact camera for 
intermediate users who want more advanced 
technologies that deliver superior image quality. 
The Stylus 1010 is perfect for travel, parties, and 
family events. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 7x optical zoom/5x digital zoom. 

• 10.1 megapixels. Create large prints without losing a single detail. 

• Dual image stabilization. Sensor-Shift Image Stabilization combines 
with high ISO sensitivity and fast shutter speeds to capture sharp im- 
ages in any situation. 

• 2.7-inch HyperCrystal" LCD. Provides extra-wide viewing angle. 

• Face Detection. Tracks faces and automatically focuses and optimizes ex- 
posure for brilliant portrait pictures. 

• Shadow Adjustment Technology. Brings out the details in shadows. 

Coolest Feature 

Using a live, multiframe window on the LCD, Perfect Shot Preview lets you 
see the effects of various settings before you shoot, so you can always cap- 
ture the perfect shot. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



argus 



Digital Camera 
Take It Anywhere 




Argus Bean 

MSRP: $59.99 

SKU: 8796902 

www.arguscamera.com 



Quick Overview 

The robust, well-equipped Argus Bean" is a 5- 
megapixel camera. The Bean comes with a full 
1.5-inch LCD, 16MB internal Flash memory, USB 
output, SD upgrade slot, still/movie/playback 
modes, and an environmentally friendly 
lithium-ion rechargeable battery. All Bean 
models use standard SD memory cards. 

Perfect For 

The perfect accessory for those with an active 
lifestyle, the Argos Bean" can capture memories 
wherever you're headed with its rugged, water- 
resistant design. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Small, nontraditional, clip-on 5-megapixel camera 

• 1.5-inch LCD to view and watch your snapshots and movies 

• 16MB internal flash memory can withstand the occasional bumps and 
drops an active lifestyle can bring 

• Included USB cable for easy data transfer to your PC 

• Rechargeable Li-Ion battery 

• Compatible with Windows 98SE/Me/2000/XP 

• 1 % of proceeds go to protecting our environment 

Coolest Feature 

Keep your adventures close at hand with the Argus Bean® camera. Whether 
camping hiking, or just having fun, you can take this camera anywhere: Clip 
it to your backpack, purse, or belt loop for easy access at any time. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Wireless Digital Photo Frame 
Bring Your Digital Lifestyle Into View 




Digital Spectrum Solutions 




Digital Spectrum 
Solutions, Inc. 
MemoryFrame™ 
10.4" LCD Wireless 
Digital Photo Frame 
(MF-8104) 

MSRP: $279.99 

SKU: 8448209 

www.dsiwifi.com 



Quick Overview 

Display your favorite photos, watch videos, or 
listen to your favorite tune with MemoryFrame™ 
Wireless Digital Frame. MemoryFrame.com is a 
subscription-free service enabling you to share 
photos with friends and family. This "digital 
scrapbook" can connect to your home-network 
through a wireless router. MF-8104 is also able 
to share content through FrameChannel; display 
facebook friend photos, receive weather up- 
dates, and more through RSS feed technology. 

Perfect For 

Those who want to enjoy and proudly display 
their content anywhere in their home or office. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Bright 10.4-inch LCD with 800 x 600 pixel resolution 

Supports JPEG, BMP, WMA, and WMV file formats 

256MB internal memory and built-in CF/SD/MMC memory card reader 

Embedded 802.1 1 b/g wireless connectivity 

Share pictures with Windows XP/Vista through Windows Media Player 11 

Update content with a wireless connection to photo-sharing Web sites 

Built-in stereo speakers and 3.5mm audio output 

USB interface for an easy connection to your PC or digital camera 

Included remote control for convenient use 

Two interchangeable 8x10 frame faceplates to suit your decor 

Coolest Feature 

The MemoryFrame's 802.11 b/g wireless connectivity allows you to receive 
content directly from the Internet to the frame. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

f you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these features mean. 



Resolution; 
Optical zoom 



Shutter 
speed 



Memory 
card 



LCD size 



Battery 
life 



ISO 



Movie 
mode 



What It Means 



More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 



A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 



Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 



The LCD is 
the display 
on the 
back of the 
camera 



Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 



A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 



Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 



r 



Argus Bean 

MSRP: $59.99* 
SKU 8796902 



5MP; N/A 



1/3 to 

1/4,096 

second 



SD 



1.5 inches 



180 shots 



Auto 



Yes 



° 



Casio Exilim 8.1MP;3X 

EX-Z80 

MSRP: $179.99* 

SKU 8719005 ^SJB^ 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/ 
MMC plus 



2.6 inches 



210 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 




Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-W120 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8696164 



7.2MP;4X 



1/4 to 

1/1,600 

second 



Memory 
Stick PRO/ 
PRO Duo 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 100, 200, 
400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Casio Exilim 
EX-S10 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8741551 



10.1MP;3X 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 



2.7 inches 



280 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 50, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



® 



Canon SD790 IS 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8800577 



10.3MP;3X 



<«P 



1/60 to 
1/1,500 
second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HCMMC 
Plus 



3 inches 



330 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



6 



FujiFilm FinePix 
S2000HD 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8942479 



10MP;15X 



1/4 to 

1/1,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



2.7 inches 



300 shots 

(alkaline 

batteries) 



Auto; Manual: 
100,200,400, 
800, 1600, 3200, 
6400 



Yes 




Olympus Stylus 
1010 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8695913 



10.1MP;7X 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



xD-Picture 

Card/mi- 

croSD 



2.7 inches 



260 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-TZ5S 

MSRP: $349.95* 
SKU 8783989 



9.1MP;10X 



8 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 



3 inches 



300 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 100, 200, 
400,800,1600 



Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to 
something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select cameras 
available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 





Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 


Diagonal mea- 


A higher ISO 


Standard lens 


Frames per 


The wider the 




in megapixels; 


sure of dis- 


range will let 


bundled with 


second (fps) 


range, the greater 




more means a 


play on back 


you take better 


the camera 


you can shoot 


the gamut of 




bigger image 


of camera 


photos in low- 
light situations 


body 


while in burst 
mode 


long exposures 
to frozen action 


^ Nikon D60 


10.2MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


18-55mmf/3.5- 


3fps up to 


30 to 1/4,000 


p| MSRP: $699.95* 








5.6C VR Image 


100 shots 


seconds 


\^^^ d^P 


w 






Stabilization 
Nikkor lens 






^ Olympus E-520 


10MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-42mm 


3.5fps 


60 to 1/4,000 


fi El MSRP: $699.99* 








f3.5-5.6 




seconds 


SKU 8928958 


gjp 






Zuiko lens 






Canon EOS Rebel XS 


10.5MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S 18- 


3fps up to 


30 to 1/4,000 


ggtj^^ MSRP: $699.99* 








55mm 1:3.5- 


514 shots or 


seconds 


SKU 8929699 


BF 






5.6 IS lens 


to card ca- 
pacity 




^^^|^l Canon EOS 


12.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S 18- 


3.5fps up to 


30 to 1/4,000 


B Rebel XSi 








55mm f/3.5- 


53 shots 


seconds 


P MSRP: $899.99* 








5.6 IS 






^^ SKU 8794691 














_ jm^mi ^ on y ^'p na 


14.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


DT18- 


2.5fps 


30 to 1/4,000 


fit DSLR-A350 








70mm f/3.5- 


to card 


seconds 


P MSRP: $899.99* 








5.6 


capacity 




^^^ SKU 8781277 














^^^k^ Panasonic Lumix 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


LEICA D 


3fps to card 


60 to 1/4,000 


Hi DMC-L10K 








VARIO-ELAAAR 


capacity 


seconds 


MSRP: $1,299.95* 








14-50mm f/3.8- 






SKU 8815464 








f/5.6 






jgpk Olympus E-3 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 3200 


N/A (body 


5fps to card 


60 to 1/8,000 


M A MSRP: $1,699* 








only) 


capacity 


seconds 


SKU 8682776 














^ Nikon D300 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


200 to 3200 


N/A (body 


6fps to card 


30 to 1/8,000 


|j|£9£| MSRP: $1,799.95* 








only) 


capacity; 8fps 


seconds 


SKU 8624036 










with optional 
battery pack 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which 
format and product best fit your style. 



LCD size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Recording 
speeds 



Memory 
card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



What It Means 



Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 



Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 



The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 



Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 



The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 



Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 




Panasonic 
PV-GS90 

MSRP: $279.95* 
SKU 8671528 



2.7 inches 



42X; 2,000X 



SP 
LP 



N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



.e 
to 
D 



Canon FS100 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8732598 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



USl 



Canon DC320 

MSRP: $369* 
SKU 8696636 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



Samsung 
SC-HMX10 

MSRP: $799* 
SKU 8566866 



2.7 inches 



10X; 100X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



MMC/SD 



0.3MP 



520 



O 

T3 

D 

X 






JVC GZ-MG730 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8883835 



2.7 inches 



10X;300X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



7MP 



N/A 



c 
O 



Q 

s: 
U) 



£3b 



JVC CZ-HD6 

MSRP: $1,399.99* 
SKU 8696645 



2.8 inches 



10X;200X 



FHD 
SP 
LP 
1440CBR 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



2MP 



1,080 



CD 
> 

.c 



Sony HDR-CX12 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 8894388 



2.7 inches 



12X;150X 



FH 
HQ 
SP 
LP 



Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 



10.2MP 



1,080 



Canon VIXIA 
HF10 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 8732696 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP 

SP 

XP+ 

FXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 



*Prices listed in this issue are for genera! reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Back To School Specials 



CE & Your Student 

Back-To-School Goes Beyond PCs 



t's that time again: a time for new back- 
packs, cookouts, and football. All the peren- 
nial traditions of the back-to-school season 
are still intact. 



Even better, students and parents alike can 
enjoy a few new traditions in this interconnected age. For in- 
stance, the end of summer has become a great time to shop 




for computers and other electronics. With the right gear, stu- 
dents of all ages can get a leg up on their studies — and take 
healthy, entertaining breaks from time to time. 

The articles in this section will tell you all you need to know 
about the PCs, wireless devices, and fun extras that can make 
students smile. Let's take a look at some real-world lifestyle 
scenarios to illustrate what we mean. 



Computers 




First and foremost, a student needs a computer. 
Although various gadgets offer part of what a PC 
or Mac can do, such as access the Internet, none 
offers the versatility and power of a full com- 
puter system. 

Chad is a high-school senior who is getting a head 
start by taking some college credit hours. Not 
only does his desktop give this young researcher 
rich access to periodicals and other research veins 
on the Web, it also gives him an ergonomic way 
to write a paper about what he finds. A bright, siz- 
able screen helps him study longer without eye- 
strain, and a full-sized keyboard can keep him 
from developing sore wrists. (Both of these points 
overruled his desire for a mobile device, such as a 
smartphone, instead of a full computer.) And 
when he's finished with editing the fruits of his 
labor, he can email his paper to his instructor or 
print out a hard copy. 

Meanwhile, Patrick is a college sophomore taking 
the same class as Chad. They're working on a pro- 
ject together, so they meet outside of class twice a 
week. Patrick brings his laptop to these meetings. It gives him and Chad a portable vision of what they've put together, as 
well as the areas they still need to address in order to complete the project. Patrick also finds his notebook indispensable in 
his current role as a producer in a theater class. From set design notes to dialogue to recordings of the score, his laptop has 
the multimedia power he needs to bring the production together. 

For details on what to look for in a back-to-school desktop or laptop, flip ahead to "Tools For School" on page 46. 
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Call a cell phone an unnecessary distraction these days, and your high- 
school or college student will look at you as though you just stepped out 
of a UFO. Although you may not fully see the necessity of a mobile phone 
(after all, most parents survived school without them), rest assured that 
your kid does. And you might consider those monthly voice and data 
fees a bargain compared to the cost of books and parking permits. 

Take Hailey's case. She's a very bright grad student working on her 
master's degree in sociology. She's also working part-time as a re- 
porter for the campus newspaper, which means that her editor needs 
to be able to contact her whenever there's a story to cover. As she 
grades undergraduates' work in a class for which she is a TA, Hailey 
often needs to use her smartphone to text her professor for guidance 
on particularly thorny points of an inexact science. Her phone's Web 
access lets her tap into specialized databases of studies by sociologists 
and other researchers. And before she bikes home for the day, she 
likes to call her boyfriend to set up a study date for later. 

Other wireless gadgets aren't quite as flashy as a smartphone, but they're 
no less important to a student trying to study. At home, a wireless 
router can mean the difference between Jake's 11th-grade English paper 
soaring or sinking. It's hard to concentrate in the family rec room, where 
there's a wired Internet connection, mainly because of Jake's little 
brother — and his video game console. With a wireless router, Jake is able 
to take the family laptop to the deck in the backyard without losing his 
connection to the Web. There, in more peaceful surroundings, he can 
concentrate on his paper on Henry David Thoreau the way the contem- 
plative writer would have concentrated on nature itself. 

For a liberating course in these and other wireless devices, turn to 
"Use Your Smarts While On The Go" on page 48. 




Other Electronics 



Of course, all work and no play makes even the 
best student a little loopy. There's no shortage 
of electronic diversions to help kids and older 
students relax, but that doesn't have to mean 
they'll be sitting on the couch, passively letting 
entertainment come to them. 

A great example is middle-school student 
Chloe's game console. With wireless remotes 
and games that practically force players to get 
on their feet, her console puts exercise into the 
video game equation. When Chloe takes a 
break from her math homework and busy 
sports schedule, she picks up a remote and 
plays a match of tennis. 

Her little sister Traci gets into it, too. She has ap- 
propriated the console's balance board. Every 
day after Traci's band practice, the wireless board 
lets her slalom ski and practice her yoga. 




For more ideas on fun — and beneficial — CE 
for the students in your life, skip ahead to 
"After-School Specials" on page 50. IS 

by Marty Sems 
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Back To School Specials 



Tools For School 

Get The Student In Your Life The Right Computer 




our student is at school every day, working 
hard to make you proud. You know that 
school can be tough, and you want to re- 
ward his hard work by making studying a 
little easier. You know that computers are 



an essential learning tool that not only improve the learning 
experience but also make it more fun. But because every 
student has different computing needs, you'll need to take 
some time to research what type of computer would most 
benefit your student before you buy. 




Elementary Students 



In elementary school, children are practicing 
computer fundamentals. They are learning to 
better control the mouse, type with the key- 
board, and decipher the basics of an OS. They 
are playing academic games and using the 
Internet to learn more about their favorite 
subjects. Most of these activities don't require 
the fastest or most expensive computer, and 
you should keep this in mind when buying. 

For elementary students, consider an inexpen- 
sive desktop computer. In comparison to a 
laptop, a desktop has a mouse and full-sized 
keyboard, which can be easier to maneuver 
than the touchpad and reduced-size key- 
board on a laptop. 

A single-core processor, ranging between 1.5 
to 2CHz, and at least 512MB of RAM, will 
have no trouble handling the beginner oper- 
ations described above. A hard drive of at 
least 40CB will store a variety of educational 
games and files, but a larger HD ensures you 
won't run out of space. For graphics needs, 
an integrated graphics chip (which is built 
into the motherboard, rather than a separate 
graphics card) will be sufficient for basic 
games and interactive Web sites. Other es- 
sentials include USB ports for attaching 
peripherals, such as flash drives or MP3 
players, and a DVD drive for watching 
movies. Computers with these specifications 
can range from $250 to $500. 
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Junior High & High School Students 



In junior high and high school, students are researching on the Internet, typing 
papers, and producing presentations. Students this age can benefit from either a 
desktop computer that can be placed in a central location or a laptop that can 
be moved throughout the house or taken along for group projects. 

For desktop computers, consider a faster processor, such as a 3GHz single- 
core or a 2CHz dual-core. Although a dual-core processor can more easily 
manage multiple applications at once, a single-core processor will have no 
difficulty managing school-related work. At least 1GB of RAM is sufficient for 
operating a word-processing application, Internet, and email, and a 100CB 
hard drive is sure to hold everything your junior high or high school student 
will need. If the computer will be used for school, count on the built-in 
graphics on the motherboard. But if you plan to use your computer for the 
latest interactive online games, a separate graphics card may be needed. USB 
ports are a must, as is a DVD burner, which can be used to copy files for 
group projects. Extra ports, such as FireWire or built-in card readers, are a 
plus; students can use the FireWire port to connect an MP3 player, and a 
built-in card reader makes it easy to upload pictures. 

If you're leaning toward a laptop, consider a low-cost model with a smaller, 8- to 
10-inch screen. Some laptops use flash memory instead of a traditional hard 
drive. Because flash memory doesn't have moving parts, these laptops will better 
tolerate the bumps and bruises of travel. You can expect to pay from $200 to 
$600 for a flash-based laptop with 2 to 20GB of storage. 



College Students 



While some college students will be OK with a computer with specifications sim- 
ilar to those of junior high and high school students, others may need more. 
Students in disciplines such as graphic design or video production, for example, 
need more graphic-intensive computers, not to mention larger hard drives to 
store their projects. 

A laptop computer is more suited to college life, as students travel from class to 
coffee house and need to take their work with them. In most cases, a 2 to 3GHz 
dual-core processor and 2GB of RAM will take care of typing papers, keeping in 
touch, and retrieving resources online. 

If the computer will be used for intense video-editing purposes or as a gaming ma- 
chine, consider purchasing a desktop. A more powerful graphics card and processor, 
more RAM, and larger hard drive will cost less in a desktop than a laptop. 

Some extras to consider for a college student include a BD (Blu-ray Disc) drive and 
TV tuner. The addition of a BD drive will allow your student to play HD movies on 
her PC, and a TV tuner can put your student's computer monitor to work as a TV, 
which can help free up dorm space. Both laptops and desktops with higher-end 
specifications such as these can range from $600 to $1,200 or more. 



Improve Their 
Educational Experience 

There are many extras that can help 
make school work easier and more 
fun. With the purchase of a new 
computer, consider the extras. 

A printer, for example, is essential 
for students of all ages. Having a 
printer is necessary for turning in 
hard copies of assignments and is 
also useful for printing class notes 
or presentation materials. 

A USB flash drive can help an ele- 
mentary student learn about saving 
documents in places other than a 
PC's hard drive. Older students will 
find that the portability of a USB 
flash drive is helpful for transferring 
files among any number of com- 
puters and a convenient way to 
manage schoolwork. 

Portable external hard drives are a 
smart addition for any student who 
needs to take large amounts of data 
with her wherever she goes. Many 
college students have semester-long 
projects that require a great deal of 
data and storage space, and a 
portable external hard drive allows 
the data to be brought along with- 
out bogging down a computer's 
hard drive space. 

Educational software such as games, 
typing lessons, and language pro- 
grams can help enhance your stu- 
dent's education. Games touching 
on school subjects can help young 
students excel while also improving 
computer skills. Junior high and 
high school students can benefit 
from programs that correct typing 
habits, supply second language- 
learning help, and give research 
paper writing tips. IS 

by Kris Glaser 
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Use Your Smarts 
While On The Go 

Wireless Devices & Your Student 




responsible student is always thinking about 
the next goal ahead, whether it's simply com- 
pleting a presentation, preparing for a test, or 
scoring that final game point on the field. 
When you combine a proactive attitude with 



student-friendly wireless gadgets, you've got a formula for suc- 
cess. Here we'll highlight some time-saving educational tools your 
student can use to keep up the academic pace or even pull ahead 
of the scholastic pack. Pen and paper will always be around, but 
now is the time to gear up for school with wireless devices. 



Cellular Phones 



Now that practically everyone you know owns a cell 
phone, you can communicate with anyone at anytime 
in almost anyplace in the middle of living out your 
packed schedule. Students of all ages can benefit from 
the convenience of a cell phone. For instance, elemen- 
tary students who participate in after-school athletics 
or clubs can use a cell phone to contact a parent for 
a ride home from practice. As a parent, maybe you've 
returned to school to work toward a master's de- 
gree — use your cell phone to conveniently access 
course updates, such as grade postings, on the univer- 
sity's Web site. By 
setting calendar 
alarms, you can use 
your cell phone to 
remind you when 
you've scheduled a 
meeting with your 
advisor. Don't 
forget the smart- 
phone — these 
brainy devices 
allow you to keep 
track of your 
emails, take qual- 
ity photos, or do 
some quick re- 
search right be- 
fore a seminar. 




Portable Drives 




Any high school stu- 
dent could describe 
how small a locker 
truly is — two shelves 
in a narrow closet 
certainly don't leave 
much room for 
storage. Fortunately, 
flash drives are the 
ideal portable device 
for a student who 
needs a compact 
data carrier. These 
mobile thumb 
drives can store everything from digital music to text 
documents to presentations. For instance, if a student 
is running late and doesn't have time to print off a re- 
search paper, he can transfer the document on a thumb 
drive and print a copy while at school. Moreover, 
thumb drives are excellent for bringing photos and 
graphics for group presentations. 

Some drives feature password-protection, encryption 
technology, and high-performance data transfer. Most 
include plug-and-play capabilities so you don't have to 
use an external power source. Capacity sizes can range 
from less than 1CB to 8CB or even more. Be sure to 
check the compatibility of your flash drive to see if it 
supports the operating system running on your PC. 
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Wireless Routers 



Setting up a wireless home network can provide greater 
flexibility for expanding a student's learning environment 
and help families work more efficiently on a PC or laptop. 
By first installing a wireless router, you can extend the 
range of your Internet connection to a laptop computer 
and other wireless devices located almost anywhere in- 
side the house. A wireless home network is a connection 
between multiple computers via electromagnetic waves 
that allows computers to communicate with one an- 
other. In addition to sharing Internet access, a wireless 
network lets you share files, printers, scanners, games, and 
more. For example, your eighth-grade daughter wants to 
study her older sister's English notes for a grammar quiz. 
If both siblings have separate PCs, big sister can wirelessly 
share her documents with her younger sis. 

While some walls and household objects may periodi- 
cally obstruct a router's signal, your student can still 
take advantage of the freedom of surfing the Web wher- 
ever he feels comfortable — the living room, den, kitch- 
en, or even on the deck. If your middle-school student 
isn't apt to finishing homework while sitting at a desk, 
you can suggest a more stress-free spot, such as the 
hammock in the sunroom. 





If you're a student and you own an MP3 player, keep 
reading! While you might be satisfied with listening to 
your music collection and watching a video once in a 
while, keep in mind that your MP3 player has the capabili- 
ties to help you excel as learner. You can utilize the educa- 
tional benefits of turning your MP3 player into a learning 
aid by simply browsing the Web for student-friendly re- 
sources. Novel study guides are helpful tools if you need 
to review a book before an exam. When studying abroad, 
use a city guide for locations such as Paris, Vienna, and 
Rome; language guides are also offered online for upload. 

Some sites allow you to access recordings of chapters 
from books in practically any literature genre. Other 
education-based sites provide chapter-by-chapter sup- 
plemental material for standard course textbooks. You 
can use this type of service to augment your daily class 
readings for political science, business, or sociology. If 
you tend to cram for exams during finals, use an appli- 
cation or software program to transfer notes and for- 
mulas to your MP3 player so you don't have to drag 
your backpack everywhere during a stress-filled week. 
Audio books are always great for catching up on your 
studies over the mid-semester break. 



Cool Enough For School 

These wireless gadgets aren't merely for 
the tech-savvy — anyone can find a use 



for wireless devices at home, while out- 
and-about, and especially at school. 
Busy students need to stay organized, 
and a wireless device can keep them 



connected at any moment throughout 
the day. IS 

by Joanna Safford 
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After-School Specials 

Electronics That Entertain After The Bell Rings 




p in the mornin' and out to 
school. The teacher is teachin' 
the Golden Rule." Oh, if only 
school were as simple for to- 
day's students as in Chuck 
Berry's 1957 classic "School Days." Whether a 
kindergartener or grad student, modern-day 
pupils face expectations, workloads, stress, and 
pressure that students decades ago couldn't 
have imagined. Fortunately, students have a 
wealth of diversions available to balance the 
stress out, including the bevy of affordable elec- 
tronics geared toward fun. 

For older, socially active students, standard digi- 
cams offer the basics plus some nice extras for 
documenting daily life. Resolutions of 5MP and 
beyond mean taking printable shots is a near- 
given, while such features as image stabilization, 
face-detection, and optimized YouTube modes 
translate into posting photos and video with 
little hassle. A Web camera with integrated mi- 
crophone lets college students video chat via a 
notebook or desktop system with their off-campus friends 
and family. A palm-sized flash-memory camcorder, mean- 
while, is ideal for junior and senior high schoolers who want to 
grab and post video to MySpace and other social networking 
sites or film their own movies. 

For those who prefer Hollywood-produced flicks, DVD players 
are available to support a variety of audio, video, and photo 
formats, including MP3, WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, DivX, and 
DVD+RW. Some entry-level DVD players can also convert DVD 
video up to 720p and 1080i and 1080p resolutions when 
paired with an HDTV. Otherwise, a lower-end portable DVD 
player offers similar benefits on a smaller screen and is a great 
companion for cramped dorm rooms. 

For budding singers and musicians, students can eke out notes 
on everything from karaoke machines with CD and DVD play- 
back to portable and USB keyboards and electronic drum 
kits. Budding DJs, meanwhile, can mix their own beats 
and recorded music with effects using such home-recording 




options as two-deck mixing stations. Instrument/effects 
hubs and entire studio bundles that pack a hub, keyboard, 
recording and editing software, and speakers are also available. 

For gamers, there are handheld, PC, and console gaming options 
that can help break up long study sessions via trivia, casino, 
Sudoku, and online and downloadable options. Spy gadgets; ro- 
bots; and radio control cars, trucks, and hovercraft will keep 
grade schoolers busy long after the school day ends. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 



Comforts Of Home, The USB Way 

Want to add a touch of comfort and convenience to 
your young scholar's computer work area? You can do 
it for less than $20 with a USB-powered desk accessory. 
An electric stapler, light, fan, pencil sharpener, and 
funky plasma ball are all just an open USB port away. 
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adband In Even More Places 



Bast Internet access is be- 
coming more ubiquitous 
all the time. And although 
Wi-Fi hotspots continue 
to pop up in many homes 
and just about every 
coffee shop, airport, and 
hotel in the country, there are still areas 
where Wi-Fi just isn't available. To fill 
this gap, wireless service providers offer 
air cards for mobile devices. 

What's An Air Card? 

An air card is a small card that connects 
to your laptop or mobile phone and 
gives you wireless Internet access. It does 
not replace the Wi-Fi capabilities of your 
mobile devices; rather, it augments the 
availability of wireless Internet. 

Air cards connect to mobile devices 
through PCMCIA, ExpressCard, or PC 
Card Type II slots, though some models 
use a USB connection. After you install 
the accompanying software, your card 
should be ready to use. 

How It Works 

Whereas Wi-Fi connectivity is based on 
a device being in range of a hotspot, air 



cards provide Internet access by tapping 
into a wireless service carrier's high- 
speed data network. All major carriers 
have these networks, called 3C (third- 
generation) data networks, including 
Verizon, AT&T, and Sprint. 

In order to access these 3G data net- 
works, you need to sign up for a data 
service plan and purchase an air card. 
Air card plans vary widely in rates, fea- 
tures, and availability, so you'll need to 
shop around for a plan that suits you 
best. Many plans are priced according 
to how much data (measured in mega- 
bytes) you download and upload, but 
some plans offer unlimited data trans- 
fers. Even if you already have mobile 
phone service with a particular carrier, 
an air card gives you the freedom to ex- 
plore other provider options; you don't 
need to use the same carrier for both. If 
you choose to use your existing service 
provider, you may be eligible for a dis- 
count or bundle deal. 

Air card coverage will vary from pro- 
vider to provider, and if you're slightly 
out of range of a 3C network, you'll 
probably be bumped down to a slower 
but farther-reaching network. However, 
with an air card, you'll be able to get 



Internet service in far more places than 
you can with Wi-Fi, and you won't have 
to deal with locating a password to ac- 
cess a secure hotspot. 

Air Cards & You 

If you're the type of person who likes to 
work outside of the home or office, an 
air card may be just the thing you need 
to beef up your productivity. For ex- 
ample, if you'd rather spend an hour re- 
turning emails in the park instead of a 
coffee shop, you can just pop your air 
card into your laptop and have at it. 

Air cards are also ideal for those who 
live in places that otherwise can't ac- 
cess broadband Internet, such as rural 
or remote areas. If those areas receive 
coverage from a wireless service pro- 
vider, all you would need is an air card 
and a service plan to experience high- 
speed Internet. 

Whatever your Internet needs, air cards 
are small and easy to transport while of- 
fering fast Internet connectivity in a 
large number of places. ID 

by Seth Colaner 



First Glimpse / September 2008 51 



compi 



Essential Things To Know 



Video Cards 



Software - 

(Drivers/Compatibility) 



What is a 
video card 
driver? 



Can I run 
two moni- 
tors from 
one video 
card? 



What monitor 
resolutions 
should the 
video card 
support? 



ANSWER: The driver is software 
that the video card uses to commu- 
nicate with Windows. Check the 
video card manufacturer's Web site 
every few months to see if new dri- 
vers are available, as they can increase 
performance and add new features. 



\ 



What cables 
do I need for 
my monitor? 



Cables 



ANSWER: Whenever possible 
use a DVI (Digital Visual Interface) 
cable, as it carries an all-digital 
signal that provides maximum 
video quality. Otherwise, use a 
VGA (Video Graphics Array) ca- 
ble, which carries an analog signal. 



"\ 



7N 



ANSWER: You can only do this i 
the video card has two separate 
video outputs. If the video card 
output does not match the moni- 
tor's video input, you'll need to pur- 
chase a cable adapter (DVI-to-VGA, 
for example). 



Settings 



ANSWER: Check your monitor's 
users manual for the maximum res- 
olution the monitor supports and 
buy a card that can output video at 
that resolution or higher. 



>v 






Computer Requirements 



Are there any 
special re- 
quirements 
my computer 
must meet to 
use a partic- 
ular video 
card? 



Is power an 
issue? 



I have a slim 
tower or 
other small 
computer 
case. Will the 
video card 
even fit? 



Can I buy a 
new video 
card for my 
laptop 
computer? 



ANSWER: Make sure the card's 
driver software is compatible with 
your OS. Your computer also 
needs a graphics port (AGP or 
PCI, typically) that matches the 
technology the video card uses. 



ANSWER: Some video cards are 
powered directly from the port in 
which they are installed, but many 
high-performance video cards re- 
quire one or more direct connec- 
tions to the power supply as well. 
Check the box for details. 



ANSWER: You may have to 
move another card to make 
room, and you should take your 
computer to the store to make 
sure the new hardware fits. 



A 



ANSWER: Very few laptops have 
upgradeable video cards because 
the hardware is often integrated 
directly into the motherboard. In 
most cases, updating the video card 
driver is the only way to enhance 
performance and add features. 
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What is 
PCI-E? 



Video Hardware 
Specifications 



What are the 
main bene- 
fits to buying 
a discrete 
video card? 



Is installing 
a video 
card 
difficult? 



>V 



How much 
video 
memory 
(RAM) do I 
need? 



What is the 
purpose of 
dedicated 
video 
memory? 



ANSWER: Discrete video cards (as 
opposed to integrated) handle all 
video chores, taking a load off of 
other components to boost overa 
performance and video quality. 



ANSWER: Installing a video card is 
simple, straightforward, and often 
doesn't require any tools. It's still pos- 
sible to damage the card or PC during 
installation, however, so professional 
installation is always a good option. 



ANSWER: If you play computer 
games, the card's video memory is 
extremely important for maximum 
performance and video detail, and 
512MB or more is best. Nongamers 
using Windows Vista should buy a 
card with 128MB or more memory. 



ANSWER: Video memory stores 
graphics ranging from icons on your 
Desktop to highly detailed video game 
assets, letting the video card manipu- 
late them so that other system re- 
sources (such as the processor) are 
free to perform other tasks. 



What is 
SLI? 



What is 
PhysX? 



What is the 

difference 

between 

integrated 

video and 

discrete 

video? 



Should I care 
about core 
and memory 
clock 
speeds? 



ANSWER: AGP stands for Accel- 
erated Graphics Port, which can be 
found on certain computer moth- 
erboards. Video cards that use 
AGP are much slower than are 
video cards that use PCI-E. 



ANSWER: PCI-E stands for Periph- 
eral Component Interconnect Ex- 
press. It is used by fast video cards 
and is much faster than plain-vanilla 
PCI or AGP technology. 



ANSWER: SLI (Scalable Link Inter 
face) is a technology that lets you use 
two separate video cards in a single 
computer, dramatically boosting 
computer game performance. SLI 
isn't recommended for nongamers 
due to the increased purchase and 
operating expense. 



^ 



ANSWER: It is technology that pro- 
cesses physics in a game separately 
from the graphics. This allows for 
very realistic physics without rob- 
bing performance from the graphics 
processor, so video output remains 
smooth and detailed. 



ANSWER: Integrated video shares 
memory with the rest of the com- 
puter. Discrete video cards have their 
own on-board memory and can 
output incredibly detailed video at 
high resolutions without degrading 
the computer's overall performance. 



ANSWER: Faster speeds are always 
better, but only compare them within 
the same video card family because 
video processor differences can affect 
speed more than clock speeds. 



N 
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Send In The Geeks 

Say Goodbye To Slow Computers 



Best Buy's Geek Squad PC 
Optimization, Explained 

Whether your computer is fresh out of 
the box or has been used for a long 
time, there's a good chance it isn't run- 
ning at peak performance. In order to 
protect your privacy and avoid PC slow- 
downs, everything from needless soft- 
ware to malware, such as viruses and 
spyware, needs to be cleaned out on a 
regular basis. However, tracking these 
nuisances down and knowing what you 
should keep versus what you should 
delete can quickly become a nightmare. 

Enter Best Buy's Geek Squad. Whether 
you opt for its in-home, in-store, or 
online service, Best Buy's Geek Squad 
can optimize your PC so it boots 
faster, runs better, and suffers from 
fewer errors and crashes. Here's an 
overview of the basic PC adjustments 
Best Buy's Geek Squad can perform 
and why they are so vital. 

Remove Unnecessary 
Startup Programs 

If programs are flagged to open and 
run in the background as soon as 
Windows loads, they lengthen boot 
times and slow down your system's 
overall performance. Windows does in- 
clude tools to help you remove startup 
items, but there are several caveats. 
These simple utilities don't necessarily 
show you everything that loads when 
your computer starts up, and they 
don't provide enough information to 
let you know which programs are nec- 
essary and which can safely be deleted. 
With the assistance of Best Buy's Geek 
Squad, agents will identify your PC's 



needless startup programs and safely 
remove them all. 

Fight Malware 

Nothing drags down performance like 
malware. Viruses can take over your 
computer to send unsolicited emails 
or destroy your PCs data, and spyware 
monitors your actions, leading to iden- 
tity theft and other security breaches. 
One of the most important com- 
ponents to some of Best Buy Geek 
Squad's security services is antivirus 
and antispyware installation and 
configuration that prevents existing 
and new malware from infecting 
your computer. 

Take Out The Trash 

As you use your computer, it creates 
loads of temporary files that eat up hard 
drive space and serve no lasting pur- 
pose. As with startup programs, it's diffi- 
cult to tell which files are safe to delete 
and which are needed, so let a Geek 
Squad agent take the guesswork out of 
this tune-up task. 

Keep It Updated 

New security holes for Windows and 
other software crop up regularly, and new 
antivirus and anti-malware definitions are 
released nearly every day. It is imperative 
to keep your OS and anti-malware soft- 
ware up-to-date. Many Best Buy Geek 
Squad optimization services can patch 
your software programs with new up- 
dates so that you can keep your data and 
identity safe with peace of mind. E3 

by Tracy Baker 



V 



Which vgas* 1 Computer 
Service Is Right For You? 

Best Buy's Geek Squad offers a va- 
riety of PC packages that include 
optimization services. Here's a 
breakdown of some of them: 



Standard Security & 
Performance 

$229.99 (in-home) 
$129.99 (in-store) 
What's included: Antivirus and 
antispyware software is installed, 
and all performance tweaks dis- 
cussed in this article are performed. 

Computer 
Optimization 

$129.99 (in-home) 
$29.99 (in-store) 

What's included: Temp file clean- 
ing, startup program removal, and 
software updates. 

Standard Gamer's 
Optimization 

$69.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Install one pro- 
gram, temp file cleaning, startup 
program removal, software up- 
dates, and optimize requested 
game settings. 

Computer Checkup 

$99.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Troubleshoot 
problems, startup program re- 
moval, software updates, and OS 
critical updates. 
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Anti-Virus Software 
Robust Spyware Protection 
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Kaspersky® 
Anti-Virus 2009 

MSRP: $59.95 

SKU: 8023213 

www.kaspersky.com 



Quick Overview 

Kaspersky" Anti-Virus offers the most advanced 
anti-virus software with maximum spyware 
protection. This latest version of our software 
represents a breakthrough in the way we pro- 
tect our customers with the strongest, most ef- 
ficient anti-malware technology available today. 

Perfect For 

Kaspersky Anti-Virus is the optimal protection 
for home and small office users. Browse Web 
pages, send and receive email, shop and bank 
online, and exchange instant messages. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Premium protection against viruses, Trojans and worms, spyware and 
adware, identity theft, and phishing attacks 
Advanced proactive protection 
Unmatched system performance 
Automatic hourly updates 
Fastest response to new threats 
Free technical support 

Coolest Feature 

Kaspersky Anti-Virus is the new standard in Internet security! Now up to 
7 times faster, it offers premium protection that lets you make the most 
of your computer's performance. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Protection You Can Trust 




PC Tools 
Spyware Doctor® 

MSRP: $29.95 

SKU: 8800452 

www.pctools.com 



Quick Overview 

Security software is an absolute necessity for 
anyone who's on the Internet. Malicious pro- 
grams such as spyware, adware, and viruses put 
your computer and your identity at risk every 
day. By using PC Tools Spyware Doctor, you can 
be confident that you have the most advanced 
threat protection, recommended by computer 
and security experts globally and trusted by mil- 
lions of users every day. 

Perfect For 

Spyware Doctor is for those who want to keep 
their computer free of malware with an easy-to- 
use interface and award-winning technology. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Award-winning software recommended by experts worldwide 
Prevents malicious programs from stealing personal information, de- 
grading system performance, and damaging your important files 
Frequent automatic updates ensure your protection is up-to-date 
Built-in behavioral technology automatically keeps you safe from the 
newest online threats 

IntelliCuard* real-time protection blocks threats before they harm the PC 
Easy to install and use with immediate automatic protection 
Free 24/7 phone support for all customers 

Coolest Feature 

Currently recognized by industry experts as the best product available to 
remove spyware and keep it off your system, while still being one of the 
easiest to use. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Advanced Spyware Detection 




Webroot 

Software 



Webroot" 
Spy Sweeper' 

with Antivirus 




Webroot Spy Sweeper 
With Antivirus 

MSRP: $49.99 

SKU: 8123657 

www.webroot.com 



Quick Overview 

Webroot" Spy Sweeper 8 with Antivirus pro- 
vides "zero-hour" protection. Zero-hour means 
Webroot Spy Sweeper with Antivirus not only 
protects you from known threats but also po- 
tentially dangerous unknown threats by identi- 
fying suspicious behavior and blocking their 
access to your computer. 

Perfect For 

Webroot Spy Sweeper with Antivirus is the 
best solution for customers looking to pro- 
tect up to three home or work PCs from virus 
and spyware attacks. It's one solution with 
twice the protection. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Best protection from spyware and virus infections 

• Free program updates for the life of the subscription 

• Windows Vista™ compatible 

• Free U.S.-based phone and email support; Webroot support is easy to 
contact and goes the extra mile to ensure customers are happy 

• Continuous monitoring stops spyware before it can attack 

• Advanced detection and removal capabilities for stubborn spyware 

• West Coast Labs' Checkmark certification (100% detection and disin- 
fection of in-the-wild viruses) 

Coolest Feature 

Automatically download updates on a daily basis, so you're one step 
ahead of the threats. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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fi TREND 

MICRO" 



Internet Security & Monitoring 
Unleash Your Internet Potential 




Trend Micro Internet 
Security Pro 

MSRP: $69.95 

SKU: 8729165 

www.trendmicro.com 



Quick Overview 

Whether you are at home or on the go, Trend 
Micro Internet Security Pro safeguards your on- 
line transactions, identity, and irreplaceable files 
with the most comprehensive protection avail- 
able. Get all the benefits of our proven Internet 
security plus enhanced identity-theft protec- 
tion, Wi-Fi validation, data-theft protection, 
and system recovery. 

Perfect For 

This product is perfect for computer users who 
browse Web pages; send and receive email; ex- 
change instant messages; shop and bank online; 
or share pictures, songs, and files. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Home protection for up to three PCs 

• With features optimized for identity-theft protection; Wi-Fi validation; 
and data-theft protection; you can confidently email, shop, bank, or 
share photos online no matter where you are; knowing your privacy 
and data are secure 

• Safely access the Internet from remote locations 

• Free phone, chat, and online technical support (North America) 

• Automatic and continuous updates ensure up-to-date protection 

Coolest Feature 

Keystroke Encryption: Prevent cybercriminals from spying on your 
passwords, account numbers, and other personal information 
through encryption. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Zone Alarm 



Check Point' 



Internet Security & Monitoring 
Complete PC Protection 



by Check Point* 
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Internet 
Security Suite 




ZoneAlarm 

Internet Security Suite 

MSRP: $49.95 

SKU: 8395765 

www.zonealarm.com 



Quick Overview 

ZoneAlarm's Internet Security Suite blocks the 
full spectrum of PC threats by monitoring all 
online communications coming into and 
leaving your computer. Comprehensive pro- 
tection defends your PC with robust firewall 
technology and stops identity thieves and 
spammers in a single, easy-to-use application. 

Perfect For 

ZoneAlarm's Internet Security Suite is perfect 
for anyone who wants complete Internet secu- 
rity with easy-to-use protection against hackers, 
spyware, worms, identity theft, spam, and more. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Inbound and outbound PC protection 
Full stealth mode makes you invisible to hackers 
Stops suspicious program activity down to the core 
Spy site blocking stops any program from visiting spyware distribution 
Web sites 

Virus removal of even the most malicious software 
PC identity protection safeguards your private information on your PC 
Credit card monitoring alerts if your credit card number appears online 
Antispam, antiphishing, and parental controls stop annoying and po- 
tentially dangerous content 

Coolest Feature 

Game mode feature temporarily suppresses most security alerts and prevents 
them from interrupting your fun while maintaining maximum protection. 



Available at Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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LG 



Blu-ray Drive 

Fast Blu-ray Reader & DVD-RW 




LG Super Multi Blue 
Blu-ray Disc Drive 
(GBC-H20L) 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 8844655 

www.lgusa.com 



Quick Overview 

The internal, double-layer Super Multi Blue drive 
from LG features BD (Blu-ray Disc) read and DVD 
burning capabilities. Only LG enables you to read 
BDs and burn DVDs on the same drive. This drive 
provides backup for a wide variety of files, in- 
cluding photos, business documents, and video. 
In addition, with an HDPC-compliant monitor 
and graphics card, you can experience Blu-ray 
high-definition visual thrills on your PC, as well. 

Perfect For 

Boasting one of the fastest BD read and DVD- 
RWspeeds, this drive is designed to satisfy con- 
sumer needs for safe and fast data backup. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with BD/DVD/CD formats 

• 6X BD-R read speed 

• 16X DVD-RW speed 

• BD-R/RESL/25GBandDL/50GB 

• SATA interface for easier integration, faster performance, and 
more efficient design 

• LightScribe™ technology to easily create direct-to-disc labels right from 
the drive 

• SecurDisc™ technology to protect and share data securely 

• HDPC-compliant graphics card and monitor also required 

Coolest Feature 

This SuperMuIti drive burns DVDs in addition to playing back Blu-ray 
Discs, eliminating the need for a second drive. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

Copyright 2008 LG Electronics U.S.A., Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ. All right reserved. LG is a registered trademark of LG Corp. 
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Speakers 

Razer & THX Redefine Desktop Sound 




Razer Mako 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8762957 

www.razerzone.com 



Quick Overview 

The Razer Mako™ 2.1 bi-amplified multimedia 
speaker system is co-developed by the audio 
scientists of gaming leader Razer™ and audio 
industry pioneer THX Ltd. It is the first desktop 
speaker system to incorporate THX Ground 
Plane™ and THX Slot Speaker™ technologies, as 
well as ClassHD™ Digital Amplifier Technology, 
which enable rich, omnidirectional audio 
effects that will redefine the desktop 
sound experience. 

Perfect For 

Serious gamers, movie enthusiasts, music lovers 
. . . who isn't it perfect for? 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Sleek, modern design brings style to high-performance speakers 

• THX-certified quality and performance 

• ClassHD digital amplifier technology with digital DSP control 

• Higher efficiency curves, improved SNR and EMI, and lowered 
distortion levels 

• Downward-firing design with optimized acoustic enclosure provides 
an omnidirectional listening experience 

• Inputs and outputs include a 3.5mm auxiliary input minijack, 3.5mm 
headphone minijack, and RCA audio input 

• Total system power: 300W RMS 

Coolest Feature 

All-in-one remote control pod with touch-sensitive LED dial 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Wireless USB 

Wirelessly Connect To USB Devices 




I0GEAR Wireless USB 
Hub & Adapter 

MSRP: $129.99 

SKU: 8582394 

www.iogear.com 



Quick Overview 

Free yourself from USB cables and allow your PC 
to wirelessly communicate with USB-connected 
peripherals with lOCEAR's USB-IF certified Wire- 
less USB Hub solution. Reduce cable clutter and 
let notebook users roam up to 30 feet away 
from the paired USB adapter included in the kit. 
Say goodbye to desk clutter and hello to fast 
sharing and mobility. 

Perfect For 

The IOGEAR Wireless USB Hub & Adapter is 
perfect for laptop users who are tired of untan- 
gling cords and want to simplify their com- 
puting experience. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with USB 1 .1 and 2.0 devices and guarantees connectivity 
with all future Certified Wireless USB products 

• Hub can be associated with up to three different laptops or PCs 

• Certified Wireless USB technology allows file transfers at radio speeds of 
up to 480Mbps 

• Ultrawideband spectrum improves speed up to 40 times faster than 
your wireless home/office network 

■ Low laptop power consumption 

• Compatible with Windows Vista; requires Windows XP (SP2) 

Coolest Feature 

Multiple user switching allows for fast sharing and makes it simple to wire- 
lessly stream audio, video, and other high-bandwidth data among various 
devices. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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IBFG Tech] 



Video Graphics Card 

Amazing Graphics Performance Within Your Reach 




BFG Nvidia GeForce 
9600 GTOC 512MB 
PCIe 2.0 

MSRP: $179.99 

SKU: 8719041 

www.bfgtech.com 



Quick Overview 

The BFG Nvidia" GeForce" 9600 GT OC™ 512MB 
graphics card offers a powerfully immersive en- 
tertainment experience. Play the hottest Micro- 
soft" DirectX* 10 games with awesome speed 
and watch the latest HD DVD and Blu-ray Disc" 
movies with brilliant clarity powered by the rev- 
olutionary PureVideo" HD engine. Couple two 
BFG Nvidia* GeForce* 9600 GT OC™ graphics 
cards together with an Nvidia nForce" mother- 
board for an optimal graphics platform, giving 
you the gaming horsepower to handle the most 
demanding games 

Perfect For 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Up to a 90% performance increase over the GeForce" 8600 GTS 

• High-definition gaming support with resolutions up to 2,560x1,600 

• Stunning movie playback with reduced CPU utilization and power 
consumption 

• Spectacular picture clarity and vibrant color with dynamic con- 
trast enhancement 

• View crisp, vibrant photos with unprecedented color clarity thanks 
to Nvidia Digital Vibrance Control™ 

• Connect two LCDs for increased productivity 

Coolest Feature 

Handles 1,920x1,200 gaming very well on a 24-inch LCD 



High-definition gaming and video playback. 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Laptop 

Perfect For Back To School 




Acer Extensa 
EX4420-5963 

MSRP: $549.99 

SKU: 8892772 

www.acer.com 



Quick Overview 

With Acer's EX4420-5963 laptop, there's plenty 
of storage for even the most ambitious student, 
and its size and weight will make it easy to carry 
from class to class. Access the Web with Acer's 
built-in InviLink 802.1 1 b/g network connection 
and enjoy high-speed downloads and streaming 
media. With its included Acer CridVista, NTI 
CD-Maker, CyberLink PowerDVD, and Adobe 
Reader, your student will be prepared for school 
tasks and much needed entertainment breaks. 

Perfect For 

Those who want an ultra-portable laptop at an 
affordable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

1.9GHz AMD Athlon™ 64 X2 dual-core processor TK-57* 

160CB hard drive; 2CB PC2-5300 DDR2 SDRAM 

Multiformat DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with double-layer 

Built-in Acer InviLink wireless LAN (802.1 1 b/g) 

ATI Radeon X1250 graphics adapter 

Built-in Acer 3DSonic stereo high-definition speakers 

4 USB 2.0, 1 S-Video, and 1 FireWire ports 

Windows Vista Home Premium with SP1 

14.1 -inch TFT-LCD widescreen display with CrystalBrite technology 

1.6x13x9.8 inches (HxWxD); lightweight 5.4-pound laptop 

Coolest Feature 

Take advantage of the double-layer DVD±RW/CD-RW drive to watch 
DVD movies and create your own multimedia discs. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

*This model number indicates relative software performance among this AMD processor family. 
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Desktop 

A Gaming Powerhouse For All 




Dell XPS 630 

MSRP: $1,199.99 

SKU: 8878841 

www.dell.com 



Quick Overview 

With Dell's XPS 630 Desktop, you can have both 
searing good looks and fearless brawn. This sys- 
tem's ATX design allows for tool-less entry into 
the chassis for easy swapping of parts or adding 
components (such as dual graphics cards). Push 
the limits on power with extreme processors, 
Nvidia graphics, and a 750W power supply for 
an experience that's not soon to be forgotten. 

Perfect For 

The Dell XPS 630 is an ideal system for all 
gaming enthusiasts, including casual, extreme, 
or Internet gamers. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Intel Core 2 Duo 8400 processor at 3CHz 

6GB* of DDR2 memory* 

640CB* hard drive that can store more than 100,000 songs* 

Nvidia 9800 CT graphics card* 

!9-in-1 Media Card Reader 

Gigabit Ethernet ports 

Six USB 2.0 ports (two in front) 

64-bit Genuine Windows Vista Home Premium with Service Pack 1 

Standard entertainment capabilities: music, photos, and movies 

Coolest Feature 

With excellent power and a cool contemporary ATX design, you can get 

this desktop for an amazing price. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

*CRAPHICS AND SYSTEM MEMORY (SDRAM): Significant system memory may be allocated to support graphics, depending on system memory size and other factors. 
*HARD DRIVES: GB means 1 billion bytes and TB equals 1 trillion bytes; actual capacity varies with preloaded material and operating environment and will be less. 
*MEDIA STORAGE CAPACITY: Number of songs, images, and hours that can be stored varies depending on file size, OS, and loaded software applications. 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 
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book's screen 


top weighs 


cards without a sep- 




your computer 


ber is better) 


and written to 






arate peripheral 


Asus Eee PC 


Windows XP 


900MHz 


16GB; 1GB 


8.9 inches 


1.3x8.9x6.7 


No; Yes 


900 BK039X 


Home 


Intel Celeron 


DDR2 




inches; 2.2 




W |lk MSRP: $449.99* 










pounds 




W^ SKU 8905973 














^^_^^ Acer Extensa 


Windows 


1.9GHz AMD 


160GB; 2GB 


14.1 inches 


1.6x13x9.8 


Double-layer 


EX4420-5963 


Vista Home 


Athlon 64 X2 


PC2-5300 




inches; 5.4 


DVD±RW/ 


MSRP: $549.99* 


Premium 




DDR2 




pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


"^^^^ SKU 8892772 ^jftj 


P 












: — Dell Inspiron 


Windows 


2GHz Intel 


250GB; 3GB 


15.4 inches 


1.5x14.1x10. 


Double-layer 


1 525-1 22B 


Vista Home 


Core 2 Duo 






1 inches; 6.2 


DVD±RW/ 


MSRP: $699.99* 


Premium 


Mobile 






pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 




Toshiba Satellite 


Windows 


2GHz Intel 


320GB; 4GB 


15.4 inches 


1.5x14.3x 


Double-layer 


A305-S6858 


Vista Home 


Core 2 Duo 


PC5300 




10.5 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


Hg^. MSRP: $799.99* 


Premium 


Mobile 


DDR2 




6 pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


"^-~~ SKU 8897642 






SDRAM 








-, HP Pavilion 


Windows 


2.GHzAMD 


250GB; 4GB 


17 inches 


1.7x1 1.2x 


Double-layer 


dv9925nr 


Vista Home 


Turion X2 


DDR2 




15.2 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


' ^0— MSRP: $899.99* 


Premium 








7.7 pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


SKU 8878887 














Microsel 


Windows 


1.82GHz 


250GB; 3GB 


15.4 inches 


1.6x14x10.2 


Double-layer 


^ IC2D15555025D3GVP 


Vista Home 


Intel Core 2 


DDR2 




inches; 7 


DVD±RW/ 


P^_ MSRP: $1,099.99* 


Premium 


Duo Mobile 






pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


SKU 8844352 














Apple MacBook 


Mac OS X 


2.4GHz Intel 


160GB; 2GB 


13.3 inches 


1.1x12.8x8.9 


Double-layer 


r^| MB403LL/A 

j^ 1 ^! MSRP: $1,299.99* 


10.5 Leopard 


Core 2 Duo 


PC2-5300 




inches; 5 


DVD±RW/ 




Mobile 


DDR2 




pounds 


CD-RW; No 


SKU 8703478 














^^^ Sony Vaio 


Windows 


2.4GHz Intel 


400GB; 3GB 


17 inches 


1.32x16.4x 


Double-layer 


9 VGN-AR830E 


Vista Home 


Core 2 T8300 


PC2-5300 




11.8 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


A &. MSRP: $1,699.99* 


Premium 








8.3 pounds 


BD/CD-RW; 
Yes 


SKU 8892905 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC, you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle — yet impor- 
tant — the differences can be. If you can't find one of these on Best Buy's Web site (www.bestbuy.com), visit or call your 
local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 
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eMachines T5274 


2GHz Intel 


320GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Intel Graph- 


6 USB; 1 VGA 




MSRP: $399.99* 


Pentium 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


ics Media 




SKU 8891675 


Dual-Core 




CD-RW 


Premium 


Accelerator 
950 




■ 


Acer AX1 200- 


2.6GHz AMD 


320GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


9 USB; 1 




U1510A 


Athlon 64 X2 




DVD±R/RW 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire; 1 




MSRP: $459.99* 


Dual-Core 




SuperMuIti 


Premium 


8200 


HDMI 


1 


SKU 8891871 


5000+ 














Dell Inspiron 


2.2CHz Intel 


320GB; 3GB 


DVD±RW 


Windows 


Intel Graph- 


8 USB 




I530S-108B 


Pentium 






Vista Home 


ics Media 






i MSRP: $499.99* 


Dual-Core 
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Accelerator 




L^ 


J. SKU 8878789 
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■ 


a HP Pavilion s3500f 


2.8GHz 


500GB; 4GB 


SuperMuIti 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 1 




MSRP: $579.99* 


AMD Ath- 




DVD Burner 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire 




SKU 8891755 
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Premium 


6150 SE 




^! 


9 


Dual-Core 












■ 


fc Gateway FX4710- 


2.5GHz Intel 


640GB; 6GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 2 




UB003A 


Core 2 Quad 




DVD±R/RW 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire; 1 




MSRP: $1,149.99* 






SuperMuIti 


Premium 


9800GT 


VGA; 1 S- 


^ 


SKU 8891684 












Video 




D Dell XPS 630 


3GHz Intel 


640GB; 6GB 


DVD±RW/ 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 1 




MSRP: $1,199.99* 


Core 2 Duo 




CD-RW 


Vista Home 


9800GT 


FireWire 


J 


SKU 8878841 


E8400 
> 






Premium 








1, Apple MB325LL/A 


2.8GHz Intel 


320GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 


Mac OS X 


ATI Radeon 


5 USB; 2 




MSRP: $1,799* 


Core 2 Duo 




DVD±RW/ 


10.5 Leopard 


HD 2600 Pro 


FireWire 


« 


iB SKU 8844726 






CD-RW 








^ 


ta Velocity Micro 


2.66GHz 


750GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 2 


ffl 


Edge E2250 


Intel Core 2 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


EVGA 


FireWire; 1 


l/l 


MSRP: $1,999.99* 


Quad 




CD-RW/ 


Premium 


GeForce 


S-Video; 2 DVI 


ni 


SKU 8782169 






DVD-ROM 




9800 GTX 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 



Computers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of these functions 
aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

Corel 

Paint Shop Pro Photo X2 

$99.99* 

www.corel.com 
Whether you're looking for automatic photo 
fixes or precision editing tools, Paint Shop Pro 
Photo X2 has what you need. 



«i 



Adobe 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 6 

$99.99* 

www.adobe.com 
Photoshop Elements 6 makes it easy to fix red- 
eye, combine photos for the perfect group shot, 
or tweak the color balance to make your pho- 
tos look their best. 



Broderbund 

The Print Shop 22 Deluxe 

$49.99* 

www.broderbund.com 
Easily create banners, business cards, letter- 
heads, calendars, photo greeting cards, invita- 
tions, and more right from your computer. 





Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
version 11 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies. 



Apple iLife '08 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iWeb, Garage- 
Band, and /DVD on your Mac to organize 
photos, create a Web site, record music, or 
edit movies. 




Magix Music Maker 12 Deluxe 

$59.99* 
www.magix.com 

Produce your own music using dif- 
ferent musical styles, sounds, and virtual instru- 
ments. Music Maker's graphic interface makes 
producing professional-sounding music a snap. 



Business Applications 



Microsoft Office Standard 
2007 

$399.95* 
www.microsoft.com 



\ 



Use all of today's most popular business office 
applications, including Excel, Outlook, Power- 
Point, and Word. 



Adobe 

Adobe Acrobat 8 Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents for your personal or busi- 
ness needs. 



Intuit 

Quicken Home & Business 

2008 

$99.99* 
www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and see where you stand 
financially with Quicken's newly redesigned 
Business Center. 




Creative Home Hallmark Card 
Studio Deluxe 2008 

$49.99* 

www.hallmarksoftware.com 
Use Hallmark Card Studio Deluxe 2008 to de- 
sign the perfect greeting card for every occasion, 
complete with Hallmark sentiments. 



Cakewalk 
Music Creator 4 

$39* 
www.cakewalk.com 

Record, edit, and mix all kinds of instrumental 
and vocal music with this music composition 
program from Cakewalk. 





Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 

$79.99* 

www.vmware.com 
This program lets you run Windows applica- 
tions on your Intel-based Mac for greater 
freedom and productivity. 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games 
Sid Meier's 
Civilization IV 
$29.99* 
www.2kgames.com 
This addictive strategy game 
has a multiplayer mode for ad- 
ditional ways to compete 
against your friends. 



Got Game 
Entertainment 
Arctic Stud 
Poker Run 

$19.99* 

www.gotgameentertain 

ment.com 

This game combines the 
strategy of poker, the thrill of 
racing and the explosions of 
combat in Tournament 
Elimination, single-, or multi- 
player modes. 



Mumbojumbo 

Polar 

Games 

$19.99* 
www.mumbojumbo.com 
In this saf e-for-the-w hole- 
family game, four players can 
compete to see who's the best 
bowler or golfer. 



South Peak 
Games 
Dream 
Pinball 3D 

$19.99* 

www.southpeakgames.com 
Play pinball on your computer 
with six table themes, several 
ball options, multiball power- 
ups, and intense visuals and 
ball physics. 







Home 
Productivity 

Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
Preferred 9 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
other documents much faster 
than you can type, and let 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking do 
the typing for you. 



Susteen DataPilot 
Universal Kitw/ 
Bluetooth 

$69.95* 
www.susteen.com 

Connect your cell phone to your 
computer or Bluetooth adapter 
to back up your phone's ad- 
dress book, synchronize your 
phone book and calendar with 
Outlook, or use your phone as 
a wireless modem for your 
laptop computer. 



Microsoft 

Streets & 

Trips 2008 

$39.95* 
www.microsoft.com 
Plan your next vacation and 
share your travel plans with 
friends who will be joining you 
along the journey. 



Networking & 
Communications 



from home or away, your sensi- 
tive information will be safe. 




-m 



Trend 

Micro Internet 

Security Pro 

$69.95* (one- 
year subscription) 
www.us.trendmicro.com 

Whether you're surfing the Web 



| Check 

1 Point ZoneAlarm 

I Internet Security 

™ Suite 
$69.95* 

www.checkpoint.com 
ZoneAlarm Internet Security 
Suite is your one-stop security 
shop, with antivirus, antispy- 
ware, antispam, antiphishing 
and identity-theft protection. 




Kaspersky 
Labs Antivirus 
2009 

$59.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Premium protection against 
viruses, Trojans and worms, 
spyware and adware, identity 
theft, and phish'mg attacks. 



Qs ff^- ^ Webroot 

Software Spy 
Sweeper With 
Antivirus 

$49.99* 

www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking 
suspicious activity. 




PC Tools 
Spyware 
Doctor 5.5 

$29.95* 
www.pctools.com 
Surf the Internet with confi- 
dence knowing Spyware Doctor 
will prevent known and 
emerging spyware threats from 
reaching your PC. 




System Utilities 

Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

■^ $69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 

Mechanic 

Professional 

$69.95* 




www.iolo.com 
With System Mechanic you can 
find and fix errors and frag- 
mentation on your PC, clean 
out clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 



GuardID 
Systems 
ID Vault 

$49.99* 
www.guardid.com 
Although it looks like a USB 
flash drive, ID Vault safely 
stores login and password infor- 
mation to keep your informa- 
tion safe from keyloggers and 
phishing scams. 



kl- J - 

WipeDrive 



White 
Canyon 
WipeDrive 5 

$39.95* 
www.whitecanyon.com 
When it's time to dispose of 
your old computer, use White 
Canyon's WipeDrive to en- 
sure that all traces of your per- 
sonal information are com- 
pletely removed. 
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Icomputers 



Notebooks 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



A 



laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every laptop owner should add to her shopping list. ID 



by Joy Martin 



d Laptops aren't cheap, so you'll 
want to protect yours. After 
splurging on a laptop, the first 
thing you need to consider is 
how you're going to protect 
it. You bought a laptop for its 
portability, so it's important to 
buy a good case that can protect it 
and keep it mobile. Cases are avail- 
able in a multitude of styles and 
colors, so you're sure to find one 
that meets your needs. We es- 
pecially like laptop bags with 
wheels and telescop- 
ing handles because 
they're so handy 
when you are 
traveling. Look 
for a bag that 
is built for your 
screen size and has 
plenty of zippered pockets to 
store your notebook accessories 
and paperwork. 




i 



A mouse is easier to work 
with than a pointing stick. Al- 
though laptops are well-suited 
for working on the go, the 
touchpad and/or pointing stick 
(that little nub in the middle of 
the keyboard that enables you to 
navigate the on-screen pointer) 
that replace your desktop com- 
puter's mouse can be hard to ma- 
nipulate. If you prefer a mouse, 
look for a wired mouse that plugs 
into your USB port or even a 
cordless mouse. The sleek design 
of cordless mice makes them easy 
to transport, and the 
USB receivers are 
small enough to 
leave plugged 
in, so your 
mouse will 
always be 
ready when 
you need it. 



r ~ 

Portable USB hubs let you connect a few extra pe- 
ripherals while you're out of the office. USB ports let 
you connect all sorts of electronic goodies to your 
computer, but what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 4-Port USB 2.0 Hub 
($18.99; www.bestbuy.com), is an affordable way to en- 
sure you can connect all of your peripherals. In addi- 
tion to giving you more ports, cords to items 
such as a digital camera or music 
player can be left plugged 
in on your desk, so they are 
ready to go next time you 
use your laptop. 




i 





Surge protec- 
tors designed 
for laptops will 
offer your notebook 
PC some protection from 
spikes in power. You didn't have to 
think twice before plugging your 
desktop computer into a power condi- 
tioner or surge protector. But do you 
take the same precautions every time 
you use your laptop? Surge protectors 
ensure that the electrical current run- 
ning to the device(s) attached to it 
doesn't exceed acceptable levels. A 
sudden spike in electricity can destroy 
a laptop, so taking the time to plug 
into one every time is worth the few 
seconds it takes. For convenient pro- 
tection on the go, surge protectors de- 
signed specifically for laptops, such as 
the Rocketfish Notebook Surge Pro- 
tector ($26.99; www.bestbuy.com), are 
compact, making them easy to pack 
away in your laptop bag. 




An extra battery lets 
you keep working on 
the road when you're far 
away from your recharger. 

We love laptops for their portability- 
they let us work without being tethered 
to a desk. But that flexibility is limited to how 
long the battery holds a charge. Having an extra 
battery on hand that's powered and ready to go gives 
you the ability to work longer, without having to find a 
power outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to laptop, but 
with your model number in hand, you can find a replace- 
ment for any brand. 
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Get Outside With A GPS 

Use A Specialized GPS With Your Favorite Activity 




utdoor recreation 
is a great way to 
get some exercise 
and take a break 
from your everyday 
workload. When 
you combine the 
great outdoors with a GPS device that's 
dedicated toward a certain activity, you 
can reap even more enjoyment from 
your favorite open-air pastimes. 

Be A Trailblazer 

For those who love to hit the trails via 
biking and hiking, specialized handheld 
GPS devices can convey latitude and lon- 
gitude coordinates and include elements 
such as sun and moon information, an al- 
timeter, and a compass. The ability to add 
waypoints, which are sets of coordinates 
that pinpoint specific locations, such as 
campsites or trailheads, is also a common 
feature of handheld GPSes. Routes and 
track logs, which connect waypoints and 
help you retrace your steps back to a 
starting point, are also useful. 

The aforementioned features are avail- 
able on almost all basic handheld GPSes, 
but more advanced models (often re- 
ferred to as mapping handheld GPSes) 
also include enhanced features, such as 



a basemap, which is basic map data 
built in to the device. These GPSes let 
you download street and topographic 
maps of lesser-known local parks and 
trails. Also, many higher-end units are 
built to be rugged and designed to with- 
stand the elements. 

Just What You Need 

Outdoor enthusiasts may also be able to 
find a specialized GPS device tailored for 
their activity of choice. Hunters, for ex- 
ample, can purchase a handheld GPS 



GPS Outside 
Your Car Doors 



f you don t spend a lot of time par- 
ticipating in outdoor activities, you 



use both inside your car and out. 
Many in-car GPS units are small in 
size and offer a pedestrian setting. 
These units can help guide you from 
the car to your destination, whether 
it's a popular tourist attraction or a 
new out-of-the-way restaurant. Some 
even mark your parking spot in order 



you're done exploring. 9 



unit that can mark tree stands and help 
locate roads. More detailed maps of 
specific areas are also available in addi- 
tion to provided basemaps. 

With a GPS device designed for golfers, 
favorite courses are available for down- 
load, if it's not one of the many pre- 
loaded courses. These units give golfers 
precise distance to greens, bunkers, 
lakes, lay-up points, and hazards. 

GPS devices built for bikers and runners 
can keep track of speed, distance, heart 
rate, calories burned, and more. These 
features, along with the navigational ele- 
ments, can help the fitness-conscious 
stay on track — both literally and figura- 
tively. Varieties include wristwatch-style 
and bike-mountable models. 

Many handheld GPS devices also come 
with preinstalled outdoor GPS games 
and geocaching mode. Geocaching is a 
sport using a handheld GPS unit in 
which players hide a treasure in a small 
container at an outdoor location and 
then post the coordinates on a geo- 
caching Web site. Other players then 
use their GPS units to find the location 
and the treasure hidden therein. IS 

by Tessa Breneman 
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CE Retailers' 
Mobile Services 

One-Stop Convenience 



nf you've wandered the aisles 
of your favorite CE retailer, 
you've likely seen a wireless 
kiosk or two. What you may 
not realize is these "stores 
within a store" can provide 
many benefits beyond vis- 
iting a traditional cell phone carrier's 
store. Here's a closer look at the mobile 
services you'll find at CE retailers. 

Many Plan Options 

In many cases, mobile stores within a CE 
retailer's store offer services from mul- 
tiple carriers. This makes it easy for you 
to directly compare one carrier's plans 
to another's. On the flip side, if you were 
at one carrier's wireless store, it'd be 
highly unlikely that you could get 
straightforward facts about how its ser- 
vices and plans compare to another car- 
rier. With in-store mobile services from 
a variety of carriers, you'll get all the 
facts in one location. 



One-Stop Shop 

For many of us, it seems that there is 
never enough time to get everything 



done. Because CE retailers frequently 
offer accessories for all types of phones, 
you can get everything you need for 
your new phone — including a memory 
card, Bluetooth headset, and case — 
without having to visit another store. 

Handheld Comparison 

Each carrier offers its own set of hand- 
sets to be used on its network. If you're 



trying to choose between two phones, 
you'll be able to compare them side- 
by-side, pick them up, and interact 
with them in a mobile store. In addi- 
tion, you will be able to compare hand- 
sets from various carriers. When 
upgrading phones, many wireless stores 
can also help transfer your address 
book from your old phone. E3 

by Jennifer Johnson 



Mobile Service Offerings 

Best Buy recently began rolling out Best Buy Mobile. This joint venture with 
Carphone Warehouse aims to provide a better mobile phone shopping experi- 



ence. In addition to many of the benefits listed above, Best Buy Mobile can pro- 
vide customers with impartial, in-depth information for about eight to 10 carriers 
and help customers find a carrier that'll best suit their needs. These mobile phone 
specialists are noncommissioned, so you know you'll get honest input. In addi- 
tion, Best Buy Mobile's phone experts can help explain the various technologies 
and services that are available today and show you how those services can fit into 
your lifestyle. 

All of us want to get a good deal without a lot of hassle. Prices for phones through 
Best Buy Mobile are clearly marked, and you won't have to deal with rebates. Should 
something go wrong with your phone, Best Buy can provide repair services and loan- 
er phones to help you get back up and running. Finally, because Best Buy offers a 
number of other products outside the mobile realm, associates can demonstrate how 
your phone or wireless service can interact with other devices such as your laptop. • 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must-Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 



D 



Match your earphones to your needs. Sometimes a runner doesn't fare 
well with earbuds, which fall out due to the constant jostle of running. 
This is a burden for anyone hoping to get in a good workout. A runner 
should opt for headphones that are secure, and in this case, an in-the-ear 
earbud would be the ideal choice. Headphone styles are numerous and include 
wired/wireless earbuds, which are perfect for people on the go (students, mass- 
transit users), and earcups, which can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 



a 




s 



Portable speakers and docks are perfect for letting the entire group listen to 

tunes in open areas. Whether you want to listen to Enya as you take shelter 

from a summer squall or need some musical motivation as you weed, 

feed, and mow the lawn, there's no limit to where 

you can listen to your portable player. Don't let the 

pair of headphones that came with your player 

constrain you, either. Most speakers have a dock to 

recharge your player's battery. Check your MP3 

player manufacturer's Web site for model numbers of 

available speakers and docks. 



Beam the tunes on your portable music player through your car stereo. If 

you're motoring about in the family van, music players can provide the 
soundtrack. You'll need an FM transmitter that plays the tunes on your 
portable music player over your car radio. Connect the transmitter to your 
player, select a designated frequency on the radio, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and listen to 
music, movies, podcasts, audio- 
books, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic to sophisticated models (pro- 
viding remote controls and visual 
interfaces), making it easy to find 
one that suits your needs. 




H 
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Cases can protect your 
portable music player from 
scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps 
that can otherwise shorten your 
player's life. You decided to treat 
yourself and buy a high-end 
MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only 
right to assume that you have 
everything you need, right? Not 
quite. No matter what type of 
portable music player you own, 
it's wise to buy a case to protect 
it in different environments. 
Cases are relatively inexpensive 
(starting at around $20) and can 
provide a little protection from 
minor drops or normal wear and 
tear. Because cases are designed 
to work with specific players, 
check the MP3 player manufac- 
turer's Web site for cases that 
are compatible. 



a 



Armbands can mean the 
difference between a work- 
out you're proud of vs. one 
that is constantly inter- 
rupted by accidental drops and 
tugging, tangled cords. Without 
a doubt, music is a huge moti- 
vator when it comes to exercise. 
No matter your sport, an arm- 
band that fits around your bicep 
offers stability for your portable 
music player and comfort for 
you. And for workouts that 
don't jostle your player, such as 
riding an exercise bike, a lanyard 
provides an inexpensive, effec- 
tive alternative to an armband. 
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Essential Things To Know 

MP3 Players 



What is flash 
memory? 



Hardware 



What is 
hard drive 
memory? 



ANSWER: Flash memory is 
a type of memory that has no 
moving parts, and it can retain 
data even after power is removed 
MP3 players with flash memory 
are good to use during workout 
activities because flash memory 
won't skip and is very durable. 



ANSWER: Hard drive memory 
has moving parts, so it's delicate 
in comparison to flash memory. 
Hard drive memory is good for 
the audiophile because it offers 
large storage capacities. 



N 



What is a 
playlist? 



How many 
songs can I 
download to 
my MP3 
player? 



What type of 
battery does 
an MP3 player 
use? 



ANSWER: Most MP3 players 
use a rechargeable battery, such 
as lithium-polymer or lithium- 
ion batteries. There are some 
MP3 players, however, that run 
on disposable alkaline batteries, 
such as AA or AAA. 



A 



Besides 
music, what 
can I down- 
load onto my 
MP3 player? 



What are 
podcasts? 



I just bought 
an iPod. Will it 
play songs al- 
ready in my 
music library? 



Content 



ANSWER: Depending on the 
format the songs are in, you should 
be able to play songs already in your 
library on a new iPod. After installing 
iTunes software, it should offer to 
copy and convert files already in 
your library to AAC files that iTunes 
will save in its own library. 



ANSWER: Think of a playlist as a 
mixed tape created from the dig- 
ital songs in your digital music li- 
brary. Technically, a playlist is a 
collection of songs you create to 
play on a computer, burn to CD, 
or transfer to a portable player. 



ANSWER: It depends on the 
amount of memory you have. 
Each minute of music at high-fi- 
delity encoding rates uses about 
1MB of memory. For example, a 
2CB MP3 player can hold approx- 
imately 500 four-minute songs. 



ANSWER: Many MP3 players 
let you download videos and pic- 
tures. Some even store phone 
numbers and email addresses, 
along with digital voice memos. 



ANSWER: A podcast is a down- 
loadable audio program, usually in 
MP3 format. Like radio programs, 
podcasts have episodes, and you 
can usually download more than 
one at a time. 




Connections 



ANSWER: An FM tuner lets you 
listen to local FM radio on your 
MP3 player, but not all music 
players include FM tuners. Some 
players that include FM tuners can 
even support radio presets, so you 
won't have to scan for your fa- 
vorite tunes. 
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How do I 
connect my 
MP3 player 
to my home 
stereo? 



ANSWER: You can usually connect 
to your home stereo's RCA audio 
input from your player's headphone 
jack using a cable. Some players 
come with wireless transmitters/re- 
ceivers designed to work wirelessly 
with home audio/video systems. 



What is 
MP3? 



ANSWER: MP3 is arguably the 
most popular digital audio for- 
mat. An audio file stored as an 
MP3 greatly reduces the original 
file through data compression 
to save storage space. 



A 



Can I con- 
nect my 
MP3 player 
to my wire- 
less home 
network? 



ANSWER: Some MP3 players 
come with built-in Wi-Fi, so you 
can wirelessly download music or 
play media through other devices 
connected to the network. 



What is 
AAC? 



ANSWER: AAC refers to Ad- 
vanced Audio Coding, a digital 
audio format that Apple uses 
with its iPod devices. AAC was 
created as a competitor to MP3. 



Can I use 
my iPod 
with both a 
Mac and 
PC? 



ANSWER: No. Your iPod is for- 
matted to work with either one or 
the other, so you can not use both 
concurrently. If you need to switch, 
you will have to reformat your iPod. 



What is 
WMA? 



Music Formats 



What are 
the most 
common 
digital audio 
formats? 



ANSWER: The MP3 format is the 
most common format, as nearly 
every portable music player supports 
the format. Other popular formats 
include AAC, which iPods support, 
and WMA, which dozens of portable 
players support. Other audio formats 
include WAV, AIFF, and FLAC. 



>v 



Can I convert 
a digital file 
saved in one 
format to an- 
other format? 



ANSWER: WMA refers to 
Windows Media Audio, a dig- 
ital audio format Microsoft 
created to compete with the 
MP3 format. WMA files are 
smaller than MP3s. 



N 




ANSWER: Yes. For example, 
iPods play MP3 and AAC files. 
If songs in your digital music 
library are already saved as 
WMA files, iTunes can convert 
those songs to the AAC format, 
provided the WMA files don't 
contain copy protection. 

ANSWER: DRM stands for 
digital rights management, 
which is a security mechanism 
that attempts to control the 
use of digital media. DRM-pro- 
tected songs have restrictions 
in regards to access, copying, 
and conversion. DRM-free 
songs don't have any built-in 
usage restrictions. 
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: : : BlackBerry, 



Cell Phone 

For The Well-Rounded Life 




BlackBerry® 
Curve™ 8310 

MSRP: $549.98 

SKU: 8677693 (red) 

www.blackberry.com 



Quick Overview 

The BlackBerry" Curve™ 8310 smartphone is the 
smallest and lightest BlackBerry" ever to come 
with a full QWERTY keyboard. It's packed with 
incredible features, including a camera, media 
player, built-in GPS, expandable memory, voice 
dialing, BlackBerry" Maps, and trackball naviga- 
tion. Plus, you get email and text messaging, in- 
stant messaging, a Web browser, and advanced 
phone functionality. 

Perfect For 

With smartphone functionality and built- 
in GPS, this phone is a great choice for road 
warriors. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Wireless email, text messaging, and instant messaging 

2MP camera, built-in flash, and 5X digital zoom 

Media player 

GPS with BlackBerry" Maps 

Wireless modem capability 

Bluetooth" capability for hands-free dialogue 

Web browser and organizer functions 

64MB of built-in memory and an expandable microSD memory slot 

Speakerphone and voice-activated dialing 

User-definable convenience keys and dedicated Send, End, and Mute keys 

Coolest Feature 

Hear and be heard with advanced sound technology that cancels out 
background noise and echo. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Cell Phone 

An Affordable & Powerful Smartphone 




Sprint Palm 
Centro 690 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKUs: 8556957 (black) 
8581144 (red) 

www.sprint.com 



Quick Overview 

The Sprint Palm Centro 690 is a compact, sleek, 
easy-to-use smartphone that will help you stay 
connected whenever and wherever. With a 
1.3MP digital camera with video capabilities, 
you can share memories on-the-fly. And with its 
built-in media player, you can get your fill of 
news, sports, music, and other fun content 
while you're on the go. 

Perfect For 

Someone looking for an affordable and eco- 
nomical smartphone packed with features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Built-in MP3 player with integrated Pocket Tunes Deluxe 

• Media player allows you to see and hear your favorite news with 
streaming video and audio 

• Includes Mobile Email and VersaMail clients for access to multiple 
email accounts 

• Data Transfer Mode notifies you when you're receiving a call 

• Hands-free speakerphone eliminates the need to purchase a separate 
hands-free kit for your car 

• Provides easy navigation with a touchscreen and integrated, backlit 
QWERTY keyboard for sending email and editing documents 

Coolest Feature 

Includes a 1.3MP camera with 2X digital zoom and video 
capture capability. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / September 2008 77 



WIRELESS 



SAiYO 



Cell Phone 

Loaded With All Of The Absolute Essentials 




Sanyo Katana LX 
Cell Phone 

MSRP: $349.99 

SKU: 8793282 (blue) 

www.sanyowireless.com 



Quick Overview 

With Sanyo's Katana LX, you can enjoy access 
to the Sprint Vision network, which provides 
Internet, text messaging, and wireless email 
services. It also includes a digi-tal camera for 
capturing images of friends 
and family. 

Perfect For 

This phone is perfect for anyone wanting style, 
technology, design, and luxury. The Katana LX 
redefines the Katana series. This gorgeous 
phone comes loaded with all the absolute es- 
sentials, including a camera, speakerphone, and 
Bluetooth. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Operates on 800/1,900MHz networks; Bluetooth-compatible 
1.2- x 1.5-inch main screen (128 x 160 pixels) and external screen (96 x 
64 pixels) display photos in up to 65,000 colors 
Digital zoom camera captures images up to 320 x 240 pixels 
Sprint picture mail lets you shoot, share, and print high-definition dig- 
ital photos 

Use the optional USB cable or Bluetooth wireless technology to connect 
to a PC and use the phone as a modem for Internet and email access 
Hands-free speakerphone eliminates the need to purchase a hands-free 
kit for your car. 

Coolest Feature 

GPS-enabled with TeleNav services, so you can easily find your 
way(suscription required, not included; additional fees may apply) 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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£Zipif 



All-ln-One Wi-Fi" Messaging Device 
Text & Listen To Music 




Zipit® Wireless Messenger2 (12) 

MSPRP: $49.99 

SKU: 8717677 

www.zipitwireless.com 



Quick Overview 

Zipit Wireless' Z2 is a great way for pre-teens and 
teens to keep in touch through IM and Text 
messages. This award-winning personal handheld 
device makes communicating with friends easy 
and affordable — all while not monopolizing the 
family PC or racking up texting overages. Parents 
will appreciate its safety features, such as limiting 
usage and blocking incoming messages from 
strangers. They'll also love that it's now just $49.99. 

Perfect For 

Kids from age nine to 16 will love the freedom to 
IM and text, and families can enjoy a freed-up 
home computer. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• A device that lets kids chat from their own personal portable device 

• Unlimited IM and Texting capabilities with anyone, on any service 
or device 

• Flat monthly service plan rate* 

• Works with any Wi-Fi home network or hotspot 

• Play MP3 songs, stream Internet radio, and view your favorite photos 

• Syncs with existing IM accounts, including AOL'/AIM®, Yahoo!", and 
MSN* 

• Built-in protection against messages received from unknown contacts 

Coolest Feature 

Quickly and easily organize your IM and Texting buddies into one 
convenient MyFriendz" list and chat with up to 99 friends at the 
same time. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

*1 2-month minimum term commitment for initial activation required. Service plan: $9.99 monthly for 12 months; e-contract required. 
Activation available at ZipitWireless.com. "Unlimited Text" based on reasonable persona! usage of 5,000 incoming and 5,000 outgoing texts 
per month. Zipit and the Z logo are registered trademarks of Zipit Wireless, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
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Jabra 



Bluetooth® Speakerphone 
Convenient Hands-Free Calling 




Jabra SP5050 Bluetooth 
Speakerphone For 
Bluetooth-Enabled Cell 
Phones 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8771304 

www.jabra.com 



Quick Overview 

The Jabra SP5050 is the perfect combination of 
stylish design and excellent performance. Ideal 
for use in the car, office, or home, the Jabra 
SP5050 is a lightweight speakerphone that can 
be as mobile as you are. The ultra-thin design 
and simple visor clip make the Jabra SP5050 a 
happy companion to those on the move 
seeking hands-free communication. 

Perfect For 

With simple, intuitive buttons, the Jabra SP5050 
is a user-friendly and convenient speakerphone 
for mobile communication while on-the-go. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with most Bluetooth-enabled cell phones equipped with 
Bluetooth version 1.1, 1.2, and 2.0 

• Auto pairing makes it easy to connect to compatible phones 

• DSP technology helps eliminate background noise 

• Answer, end, or reject calls; voice dialing and last number redial (fea- 
tures vary based on phone model) 

• Slimline design is lightweight and stylish 

• Up to 12 hours of talk time and 200 hours of standby time 

• Includes car charger and clip for use in the car, office, or home 

Coolest Feature 

Auto-off feature automatically turns off the speakerphone function 15 
minutes after the call has been terminated to preserve battery life. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




SanDisk Sansa Clip 
MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 8753976 



Flash 



4CB 



2,000 
(WMA) 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Silver 



15 hours 




SanDisk Sansa Fuze 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; $129.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2CB; 4GB; 
8CB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



24 hours 




Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8500847 



Flash 



4CB; 8GB 



1,000; 2,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Silver (4GB); 
Black, silver, 
red, blue, 
green 



24 hours 




Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8571379 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, bur- 
gundy 



30 hours 




Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249*; $349* 
SKU 8500035 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



20,000; 
40,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Black, silver 



30 hours; 40 
hours 




Microsoft Zune 
80GB 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8595978 



Hard drive 



80GB 



20,000 



Both 



Black 



30 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $299*; $399* 

$499* 

SKU 8500446 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Only video 



Black 



22 hours 



Archos 705 WiFi 

MSRP: $399.99*; 
$499.99* 
SKU 8741267 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



45,000; 
95,000 



Only video 



Silver 



25 hours 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



First Glimpse / September 2008 81 



wireless 



o 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




TomTom 130-S 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8774427 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Mio DigiWalker 
C520 

MSRP: $399.95* 
SKU 8363282 



4.3 inches; 
3.19x4.96x 
0.78 inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 




Magellan 
Maestro 3250 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8539548 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x3.6x0.7 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin niivi 260W 

MSRP: $428.56* 
SKU 8673697 



4.3 inches; 
4.8x2.9x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom GO 730 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8774533 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.7x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Harman Kardon 
GPS-810 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8540518 



4.3 inches; 
2.4x5x0.75 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 




Garmin niivi 760 

MSRP: $642.84* 
SKU 8539156 



4.3 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Garmin niivi 780 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8674071 



3.81 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



Yes; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Apple MacBook Air 
Surf the 'Net, edit photos, 
watch movies, and 
more with this 
ultra-light notebook. 
$1,799.99 







Microsoft Zune 4GB MP3 Player 

Leave the unwieldy weight of your 
CD collection behind, and enjoy your 
favorite tunes whenever, wherever. 
$129.99 



Casio 1Q.1MP Exilim EX-S10 

The next time you hit up the 
amusement park, forget about 
lugging a heavy camera around. 

$249.99 



Yamaha Digital Sound Projector 
Home Theater Speaker System 

Deliver multichannel home-theater sound, 
all with one slim speaker component. 
$699.99 
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ProMagix E2250 



V 



COMES STANDARD 




Intel® Core™ 2 Quad desktop 
processor Q9450 with four pro- 
cessing cores, 1 ,333MHz system 
bus, 12MB L2 cache, and 2.66GHz 
processor speed per core 

750GB Serial ATA hard drive 

4GB of PC6400 DDR2 memory 

DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with 
double-layer support and 
LightScribe 

512MB NVIDIA® GeForce™ 9800 
GTX graphics card 

High-definition surround sound 
with 5.1 -channel support 

Two FireWire interfaces and eight 
USB 2.0 ports with both front and 
rear access for fast and easy data 
transfers 



PERFECT FOR HIGH-END GAMING, ta ***■«<» i*** 

E2250 Desktop offers a next-generation Intel® Core™ 2 Quad desktop processor 
Q9450, powerful 512MB Nvidia® GeForce™ 9800 GTX graphics card, and 4GB of 
RAM to provide blazing speed and immersive graphics. Built with nothing but pre- 
mium performance components, the stylish, brushed-aluminum desktop functions 
perfectly as a multimedia system. With a 750GB hard 
drive for all of your storage needs, a built-in digital media 
reader to easily retrieve your photo and video files, and a 
double-layer DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with LightScribe, this 
is definitely a take-no-prisoners PC. 
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Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core, Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. 




